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BJP govt gave away land worth
crores for just1.12 cr: Sukhu

Inaugurates, lays foundann stones of prOJeots worth ?383 crin Baddi

TrRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

SOLAN, NOVEMBER 19
Chief Minister Sukhvinder
Singh Sukhu today alleged
that the BJP government
gave away 5,000 bighas of land
worth hundreds of crores to
big industrial houses for just
‘Rs 1.12 crore under the guise
of customised packages. The
Chief Minister inaugurated
and laid foundation stones of
12 development projects
worth Rs 383 crore in Baddi.
The CM distributed relief of
Rs 17.62 lakh to 18 disaster-
affected  families and
cheques of Rs 17.03 lakh to 15
beneficiaries of Pradhan
Mantri Awas Yojna-Grameen.
He also presented nutrition
kits to three tuberculosis
patients under Tuberculosis
Eradication Programme.
While addressing a gathering
at Baddi during his day’s tour,
he launched a scathing attack
on the previous BJP govern-
ment for turning a blind eye to
corruption. “The stamp duty
was waived and provisions
were made to supply electricity
at Rs 3 per unit for five years
besides providing free water
under this package. As long as
I am Chief Minister, I will not
allow the state’s assets to be
plundered. We are custodians

Chief Minister Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu addresses a gathering at Baddi on Wednesday. TRIBUNE PHOTO

of Himachal Pradesh’s
resources,” he asserted.

“In a bid to safeguard the
interests of Himachal, we

‘returned Rs 30 crore received

from the Centre for bulk
drug park and decided to
develop it on our own,”
informed the CM.

“The BJP’s social media
cell is targeting me because

Ttook stringent measures to

curb corruption,” he added
and elaborated upon devel-
opmental initiatives of his
government in the health
and education sector.

He reiterated that he has
repeatedly offered to accompa-
ny all seven BJP MPs to seek
financial assistance from the
Centre forthe disaster-affected
families. “The Prime Minister
himself had announced a
package of Rs 1,500 crore but
we have notreceived the funds
yet and we were helping the
families with our own
resources,” he informed.

“Facilities in Baddi must
be in sync with the growing
population,” stated the CM
while announcing a Public
Works Department division,

upgrade of Civil Hospital
besides construction of the
SDM’s office, a sports stadi-
um and modern bus stand. |

Baddi, Barotiwala and
Chandi schools would have
CBSE curriculum from the
next academic session, as
per his announcement.’

MLA Doon Ram Kumar,
while speaking on the occa-
sion, said that development
works worth Rs 475 crore |
were already underway. He
added that the new 50-bed
hospital at Baddi was a
major milestone.
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other party 1eadrs

CM. HPCC chief pay tributes to ex-PM

TriBUNE NEWS SERVICE -

SHIMLA, NOVEMBER i9

Chief Minister Sukhvinder
Singh Sukhu paid tributes
to former Prime Minister
Indira Gandhi on her birth
anniversary at the historic
Ridge here today. Remem-
bering her immense contri-
bution to nation-building,
the Chief Minister said that
her visionary decisions laid

a strong foundation for
India’s progress. “Her lead-
ership in poverty alleviation,
economic reforms, national-
isation of banks, boosting
agricultural  productivity,
employment generation and
social empowerment was
unparalleled,” he added.
While paying tributes to the
departed leader at the Con-
gress headquarters, Pratibha
Singh said Himachal would

never forget her contributionin
granting full statehood and its
development. “Due to her wis-
dom and political maturity,
Pakistan had to surrender
before India,” she said.

Health and Family Welfare
Minister Dhani Ram
Shandil, Education Minister
Rohit Thakur, Panchayati
Raj Minister Anirudh Singh
and MLAs also paid their
tributes to the late leader.
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CM to assess Kullu disaster damage,
‘inaugurate land tech workshop today

Our CORRESPONDENT

KULLU, NOVEMBER 19
Chief Minister Sukhvinder
Singh Sukhu will begin a
two-day tour of Kullu dis-
trict on November 20 and 21,
combining 'a key national
workshop with a compre-
hensive review of disaster-
affected regions across Man-
ali, Lug Valley and Banjar.
As per the official itiner-
ary, the Chief Minister will
take off from Annandale
helipad in Shimla at 9 am
and arrive at the SASE Heli-
pad in Manali by 9.30 am.
He will then travel to Span
Resort, Patlikuhl, where he
is scheduled to inaugurate
the ‘National Workshop on
Adoption of Modern Tech-
nologies in Land Adminis-.
tration in India’ at 9.55 am.
The two-day workshop,
hosted by the Directorate of
Land Records under the
Himachal Pradesh Revenue
Department, will bring

-together senior officials from

15 states. Revenue Minister
Jagat Singh Negi, who
recently reviewed the
arrangements, said the con-
ference will dwell on land
reforms, digital land records,
transparent governance and

Revenue Minister Jagat Singh Negi reviews the preparations at Patlikul in Kuliu on Wednesday.

emerging technologies. He
noted Himachal Pradesh’s
significant strides in digiti-
sation and expressed confi-
dence that the event will
push the state’s land gover-
nance initiatives further.
After the inauguration, the
CM will leave Span Resort at
noon for Bagan village in Lug
Valley to meet families affect-
ed by recent natural disasters
and take stock of the situa-
tion. At 1.15 pm, he will
depart Bagan for Bhuntar

Airport, arriving around 1.35
pm for a brief stop and lunch.

At 2.15 pm, he will take a
helicopter to Dhameuli Heli-
pad in Banjar and reach Gada
Durga Temple Ground in
Gushaini by road to interact
with residents hit by disas-
ters in Banjar Valley, includ-
ing victims of the recent fire
in Jhaniyar village.

During the visit, the Chief
Minister will inspect the
damaged Gushaini School,
review the condition of the

Bathad road and assess
affected areas in Bandal
and Sarchi villages. After a
halt at Sai Ropa, he will
return to Manali by helicop-
ter, reaching the Manali Cir-
cuit House around 5.05 pm
for an overnight stay.

The visit underscores the
government’s dual focus on
accelerating recovery in dis-
aster-hit  regions and
strengthening land gover-
nance through modern
technological interventions.
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Minister in

: Our CORRESPONDENT

_ NAHAN, NOVEMBER 19
| Industries.  Parliamentary

Affairs and Labour & Employ-

ment Minister Harshwardhan
Chauhan conducted a detailed
review of healthcare services
at the Shillai Civil Hospital
and chaired a meeting of the
Rogi Kalyan Samiti.

Stepping into various hospi-

tal units, the minister held |

direct interactions with doctors
tounderstand theirimmediate
| requirements for improving
patient care. He also met
patients admitted in different
wards and gathered feedback
on the treatment and arrange-
ments provided to them.
The inspection of the

B

z_ms._mno._‘ Harshwardhan Cha

under-construction 100-bed  light of the visit. Chauhan
Civil Hospital building, being instructed officials to acceler-
developed at a cost of Rs 19 ate the pace of the work so
crore, became a major high-  that the upgraded infrastruc-

uhan interacts with patients admitted to the Shillai Civil Hospital.

spects work o:1Eo-wmm Shill

-

N

ture could be opened to the

public without delay.
Recognising the crucial role

played by the hospital for res-

ai hospital building

idents of far-flung areas, the
minister said the government
has strengthened staffing by
appointing six general doc-
tors, three specialist doctors
and 11 staff nurses. These
additions, he noted, are ensur-
ing more dependable health
services for villagers who
often face long, difficult jour-
neys for treatment. -

- Assurance came that the new
100-bed facility would soon be
completed and dedicated tothe
people of Shillai, significantly
enhancing the hospital’s capac-
ity. Chauhan pointed out that
under Chief Minister Sukhvin-
der Singh Sukhu’s Jeadership,
rural hospitals arereceiving pri-
ority for  infrastructure
upgrades and staff support so

that locals do not have to seek
treatment in distant towns.
Stronger healthcare institu-
tions in villages, he empha-
sised, will help ensure that no
faniily is denied medical care
dueto economic constraints or
lack of access. During the Rogi
Kalyan Samiti meeting, mem-
bers discussed the need to fur-
ther improve medical services
and ensure effective imple-
mentation of government
health schemes. He insisted
that committee fundg must be
utilised strictly to!enhance
patient facilities. Since Shillai
Hospital serves as a central’
healthcare hub for surround-
ing valleys and remote settle-
ments, he said strengthening
its services remains essential.
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OUR CORRESPONDENT

NAHAN, NOVEMBER 19
Industry, Parliamentary
Affairs and Labour and
Employment . Minister
Harshwardhan  Chauhan
inaugurated the three-day
49nd Indira Memorial Tour-
nament at Shillai’s Panchay-
at Ground on Wednesday.
The minister praised the
organisers for sustaining this
tournament for an exception-
al 42 years, observing that
such platforms allow chil-
dren to present their talent
with confidence. He noted
that discipline, teamwork
and inner strength flourish
when youngsters actively
participate in sports and cul-
tural activities alongside reg-
ular academics.
Chauhan highlighted the
crucial role of sports in shap-
| ing a complete personality,
adding that physical fitness,
mental clarity and character-
i building come naturally
through consistent sporting
| engagement. He reminded
| the gathering that numerous
athletes from Himachal
t Pradesh have earned recog-
nition at national and inter-
national levels, bringing hon-
our to both state and country.
Encouraging the youth to
direct their energy toward

F’ =

Minister Harshwardhan Chauh

constructive work, the minis-
ter reiterated the govern-
ment’s commitment to sup-
porting talented individuals.
The state, he said, is offering
incentives, honorariums and
reservation in government
jobs for outstanding athletes
to ensure meaningful career
opportunities. :
To strengthen sports infra-
structure in Shillai, he
announced Rs 15 lakh for the
local stadium and Rs 10 lakh
for the community hall. He
further assured that the over-
head electric wires passing
above the ground would be
removed or suitably realigned
for safety and convenience.
Himalaya Youth Sports and
Culture Club president
Ramesh Negi shared that the

ntkicks oft 1n Shillai
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an at the inaugural ceremony.

tournament has drawn par-
ticipants from Uttarakhand,
Haryana, Shimla and Sir-
maur. This year’s edition fea-
tures nearly 900 competitors.
Events include 10 girls’
kabaddi teams, 30 boys’
kabaddi teams, 20 volleyball
teamns, 50 cricket teams, 50
chess players, 50 under-16
badminton teams, 60 open
badminton teams and 70
teams in the 35+ category.
Culttral evenings are also
planned to add colour to the
tournament.

The opening ceremony wit-
nessed enthusiaétic partici-
pation from players, organis-
ers and sports lovers, setting
avibrant tone for the compe-
titiong that will unfold over
the next three days.
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PWD Minister: 1,500 rural roads to be
built at ¥2,300 cr approved for state

Performs bhoomi pujan of Chakh

OUR CORRESPONDENT

CHAMBA, NOVEMBER 19
The Central Government
has approved 1,500 rural
roads for Himachal Pradesh
under the Pradhan Mantri
Gram Sadak Yojana-IV
(PMGSY-1V) at a sanctioned
cost of Rs 2,300 crore, said
Public Works Department
(PWD) Minister Vikrama-
ditya Singh while address-
ing a gathering at Chakhar
in Chamba district today. He
agdded that 65 of these roads
were in Chamba district for
which Rs 553.68 crore had
been allocated. Under the
scheme, 29 roads would be
developed in the Bharmour
constituency, 12 in Bhattiy-
at, 14 in Chamba, three in
Churah and seven in Dal-
housie, covering a total of
327 km of new road length
in the district.
Vikramaditya performed
the bhoomi pujan of the
Chakhar-Sherpur road
upgrade project in Tappar
gram panchayat of the Dal-
housie Assembly constituen-

Public Works Department Minister Vikramaditya Singh lays the foundation stone of a road project
in the Dalhousie Assembly segment of Chamba district on Wednesday.

¢y in Chamba district. The
road project to be completed
at a cost of Rs 7 crore would
benefit about 1,200 residents
of Tappar panchayat.

He said that road construc-
tion under the PMGSY-III
was already underway in
Chamba, as 17 roads were
being built at a cost of Rs 188
crore. Besides, three roads

were being  constructed
under the CRIF scheme at a
cost of Rs 70 crore and 12
roads funded by NABARD at
a cost of-Rs 107 crore were
under construction.
added that road development
projects were underway in
the district at a cost of Rs 370
crore, which was in addition
to the newly sanctioned

yo

He.

funds under the PMGSY-IV.
The minister reiterated the
state government’s commit-
ment to provide road connec-
tivity in remote and sparsely
populated areas. He said that
extending road connectivity
to such regions was the top
priority of the government.
He assured the gathering
that the remaining uncon-

ar-Sherpur road upgrade project in Dalhousie

nected villages in Chamba
district would soon be provid-
ed with road access.

Earlier in the day, Vikrama-
ditya released a booklet relat-
ed to the Dalhousie Master
Plan and inspected damaged
sections of the National
Highway-154A. He also met
with residents of wvarious
areas and listened to their
grievances related to road
connectivity. He assured
themi of addressing their
issues in a phased manner.

Former Dalhousie MLA
Asha Kumari raised the pend-
ing demands of roads and
bridges in the constituency
with  Vikramaditya. She
expressed gratitude to the
government for the approval
of seven roads under the
PMGSY-IV for the Dalhousie
constituency. She also raised
the demand of a bﬂdge
between Sherpur and Simi
and sought action regarding
bus permits on the Chakhar-
Sherpur route. The minister
assured Asha Kumari that
these demands would be ful-
filled in a phased manner,
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Road infrastructure in Chamba‘to"

OuRr CORRESPONDENT

be strengthened, says Vikramaditya
bl il Bt

CHAMBA, NOVEMBER I9 ,
Public Works Department Min-
ister Vikramaditya Singh on
Wednesday said that accelerat-
ing development works in
Chamba remained the fore-
most priority of the state gov-
ernment. He was addressing a
press conference here. He also
outlined the state govern-
ment’s focus on strengthening
road infrastructure and expe-
diting development projects in
the Aspirational District.

Recalling the extensive
damage caused by the recent
natural disaster in Chamba
and Bharmour, the minister
said he stayed in the affected
region for two days to oversee
relief operations. He noted
that massive landslides on
the Bharmour National High-
way had left devotees, locals
and tourists stranded in the
Manimahesh region. Coordi-
nated efforts were made to
evacuate them safely.

Singh said the state govern-
ment made continuous
efforts to ensure timely
restoration of all major
roads—National Highways
(NH), Major District Roads
(MDR), and link roads across
Chamba’s constituencies. He
added that approvals for road
repairs -and construction
have been taken up on priori-
ty with Central agencies.

I

PWD Minister Vikramaditya Singh addresses a press conference in Chamba on Wednesday.

Expressing satisfaction over
recent achievements, the min-
ister said the PWD Depart-
ment has received nearly Rs
2,300 crore under Phase-IV of
the Pradhan Manfri Gram
Sadak Yojana (PMGSY) after
persistent follow-ups with the
Central government. A total of
553 roads were shortlisted and
65 roads measuring 326 km
have been sanctioned for
Chamba district alone.

He said the state is also
pushing for relaxation in the
population criteria—from 250
to 150—to include more road
projects under the PMGSY.
The minister further high-
lighted the heavy damage to
the Shahpur-Chamba NH
during the monsoon, where a

major restoration project
costing Rs 155 crore is being
inifiated. Additionally, Rs 96
crore was spent on emer-
gency works and dumping
issues that caused flooding
would be addressed to avoid
future problems.

Currently, road works
worth Rs 188 crore are in
progress in Chamba with the
total - ongoing projects
amounting to about Rs 370

_crore, he said. Responding to

questions, the minister said
as of now, the state has not
received the Rs 1,500 crore
central assistance announced
by the Prime Minister during
his visit after the disaster. He
urged the Centre to release
the funds at the earliest to

support restoration and com-
pensation efforts.

He also said a funnel to link
Pangi with the district head-
quarters is also on cards.

He reiterated the govern-
ment’s commitment to the
overall development of
Himachal Pradesh, particu-
larly tribal areas like Pangi,
Bharmour, and other remote
regions, ensuring enhanced
infrastructure and year-
round connectivity.

On Chamba town’s grow-
ing parking crisis, the minis-
ter assured that a compre-
hensive  solution is being
planned and would be com-
pleted within the current gov-
ernment’s tenure, possibly
within two years.




2§ NOV N

Dharmani surveys Pachhad villages

for satellite

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NAHAN, NOVEMBER 19
Minister for Town and Coun-
try Planning Rajesh Dhar-
mani surveyed Jaman ki Ser
and Surla Janot villages in
the Ghini Ghad region of
Pachhad subdivision in Sir-
maur district on Monday to
assess the feasibility of devel-
oping a modern satellite town-
ship near the Haryana border.
The minister Was accompa-
nied by Pacchad SDM Priyan-
ka Chandra, HIMUDA CEO
Surender Vashisht, Director
Pradeep Surya, Executive
Engineer Kushal Sharma,
Pachhad Tehsildar Praveen
Kumar, Naib Tehsildar Rahees
Ahmed and officials of the rev-
anue and allied departments
luring the inspection.
Dharmani said that the aim
if the state government was
0 establish satellite town-

==

-

Minister Rajesh Dharmani surveys Jaman ki Ser an

ships in Himachal Pradesh
on the lines of Chandigarh
and Panchkula. He added
that the Pachhad border belt
offered strong potential for
such projects, which would

townsh

provide citizens with
improved housing options
while boosting the local econ-
omy, uplifting backward
pockets and generating
employmen! opportunities.

d Surla Janot villages in Sirmaur.

Land for the projects would
be taken only with the volun-
tary consent of the owners,
The minister said that the
feasibility of setting up a satel-
lite township would be

ry border

explored from Lavasa Chowki |
to Mahalpreet Nagar, covering
the Himachal-Haryana border |
stretch. Surla Janot revenue
village has 148 bighas of gov-
ernment land, adding signifi- |
cant promise to the plan. The |
location’s connectivity further
strengthens the case — Surla |
Janot is just 4 km from
Dhamasha village in Morni |
hills and Panchkula is accessi-
ble within 36 km via Bari Ser. |
Dharmani instructed rev-
enue officials to promptly
prepare “tatima” maps and |
updated ‘jamabandi” records |
of the identified land and
ensure that a detailed report
was submitted to the govern-
ment  without delay. He |
added that the proposed
township had the potential of |
transforming the region into
a vibrant hub of planned |
development and new eco- |
nomic opportunities.



Stalemate over holding
panchayat poll continues

PrATIBHA CHAUHAN
TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

' .SHIMLA, NOVEMBER 19

There seems to be no let-up
in the stalemate over held-

-ﬁ-&ing of elections to the pan-

chayati - raj institutions
(PRI) as the state govern-
ment today conveyed to the
State Election Commission
(SEC) that in the present
¢ircumstances it is not pos-
sible to withdraw the Disas-
ter Management Act, 2005
in public interest.
Responding to the letter
written by the SEC to the
state government on Octo-

ber 17, it was today con-

veyed to the SEC that in
view of damaged roads,
water supply schemes and

power line, the current focus-

of the government 'is on
relief and restoration meas-
ures and the entite district
administration of the stateis
involved in restoration of
essential services and pro-
viding relief to the affected
families. As such, it is not in
public interest to withdraw
the October 8, 2025 order of
deferring the PRI polls.

It was yesterday that the
SEC had written to the state
government, terming the deci-
sion of not conducting the PRI

Not possible to withdraw Disaster Management
Act in public interest, govt tells SEC

elections without jurisdiction.
“At present, all activities in the
state are going on. The district
administration is organising
melas, educational institu-
tions are functioning normally
and all other daily activities
are going on uninterrupted,”
the SEC pointed out:

The SEC also pointed out

that road connectivity was.

affected only in some areas
of the state, which it would
have definitely. considered
in consultation with the state
government while consider-
ing the possibility of holding
elections in such areas. In
fact, the meeting convened
by the SEC on November 15,
2025 was precisely to discuss
all suich issues.

It was on October 8 that
the state government had
issued an order under Sec-
tion 24 (e) of the Disaster
Management Act, 2005 that
the PRI polls would be held

only after the restoration of-

proper connectivity of roads
throughout the state.

The SEC has also made it
clear in no uncertain terms

e —————

that under Article 243Kof
the Constitution of India
provides that the superin-
tendence, direction and con-
trol of the preparation of
electoral rolls for the con-
duct of the panchayat polls
shall be vested in the SEC.
“Further, your attention is
invited towards Article 243E
(3)(a) of the Constitution of
India which provides that
elections to constitute a pan-
chayat shall be completed
before the expiry of its dura-
tion,” the SEC wrote.

The SEC had last week
ordered the freezing of the
boundaries of the panchay-
ats, thereby eliminating pos-
sibility of further delimita-
tion of panchayats. On the
other hand, the Cabinet, in
its meeting on October 25,
had kept the option open by
observing that proposals had
been received from some dis-
tricts for delimitation of pan-
chayats, which could not be
taken up as the Deputy Com-
missioners were busy with |
relief and rehabilitation |
works, post monsoons.
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HC seeks data
on hospital lifts

SHIMLA, NOVEMBER 19

The Himachal Pradesh
High Court has directed the
Secretary (Health) to submit
a detailed affidavit outlining
the number of multi-storied,
public hospitals in the state
and confirming whether
each facility has designated,
fully functional lifts for
patients and visitors.

A division bench compris-
ing Chief Justice Gurmeet
Singh Sandhawalia and Jus-
tice Jiya Lal Bhardwaj issued
the order while hearing & pub-
lic interest litigation that
alleged discriminatory lift
access in a government hospi-
tal, where one lift was report-
edly reserved exclusively for
doctors and staff, while the lift
meant for the general public
remained non-functional.

The court observed that the
issue directly affects elderly -

| individuals, patients with

restricted mobility and their
attendants, who face consider-
able difficulty navigating mul-
ti-storied hospitals  without
proper lift services. The mat-
ter reached the court through
a representation highlighting
the severe inconvenience
caused by non-operational
lifts, particularly to senior citi-
zens and those requiring
‘mobility support. The next
hearing is scheduled for
December 29. — OC
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Baghat coop bank clears OTS
scheme amid deep NPA crisis

Defaulters offered a settlement window till Dec 31 |

al NPA ratio is close to zero, |

AMBIKA SHARMA

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

SOLAN, NOVEMBER 19

The Baghat Urban Coopera-
tive Bank’s Board of Direc-
tors has approved its long-
awaited one-time settlement
(OTS) scheme, opening a lim-
ited window for loan default-
ers to settle their dues. Under
the scheme, borrowers can
apply for a negotiated settle-
ment by December 31, pro-
vided they pay 25 per cent
interest. The bank has direct-
ed all branches to publicise
the scheme widely in an effort
to maximise participation.

" Bank chairman Anil Shar-
ma told the media that an
aggressive recovery cam-
paign launched on October 8
has begun to yield visible
results. The bank’s non-per-
forming assets (NPAs), he
said, have come down from

[R—

Bank has directed all
branches to publicise
the scheme widely

"Rs 138 crore to Rs 129 crore

within  weeks. Sharma
claimed the bank’s overall
financial position would con-
tinue to improve as recovery
remains its top priority. The
number of loan defaulters
has also fallen, from 499 on
October 6 to 460 at present.
Since the Reserve Bank of
India suspended the bank’s
lending operations in April
2021, all existing NPAs
belong to the pre-ban period.
Even so, the bank’s figures
remain alarming: its Gross
NPA ratio is 47.10 per cent,
signalling serious stress and
undermining depositor con-
fidence. By contrast, the ide-

while a Gross NPA below 2
per cent is generally consid-

ered healthy. The bank’s Net |-

NPA stands at 12.91 per cent.

Sharma urged defaulters
to.take advantage of the
scheme, which not only
allows scope for negotiation
but also helps them avoid
coercive measures such as
arrest warrants. Those opt-
ing in must clear their dues
within 90 days.

However, major uncertain-
ties persist. A significant por-
tion of the pledged assets is
believed to be overvalued or
marred by procedural lapses,
raising doubts about the
scheme’s effectiveness. Mean-
while, depositors, restricted to
withdrawing only Rs 10,000,
remain hopeful that meaning-
ful recovery will eventually
prompt the RBI to lift curbs.

.
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Shimla MP Suresh Kashyap along with other BJP leaders and workers participates in the Unity

20 NIV 8

March in Shimla on Wednesday. TRIBUNE PHOTO: LALIT KUMAR

BJP holds march in Shimla to
mark Patel's 150th birth anniv

TrRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

SHIMLA, NOVEMBER 19

The BJP organised'a Unity
March in Shimla on Wednes-
day to commemorate the
150th birth anniversary of
Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel.
Shimla Lok Sabha MP
Suresh Kashyap led the
march, accompanied by BJP
workers and senior leaders as
they walked from Dhalli to
The Ridge and Chaura Maid-
an. Former MP Suresh Chan-
del and former  Education

Minister Suresh Bhardwaj

also joined the march.
Kashyap said, “Sardar Patel

laid the foundation of mod-

ern India with his vision,

strong will and indomitable
courage. Today, India has
emerged as a global power
under the dynamic and
strong leadership of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi.”
He said that the Central
Government had taken his-
toric measures to strengthen
national unity, bolster border
security and enhance India’s

global standing. “Every citi-
zen is moving ahead with the
resolve to make India a fully
developed nation by 2047.
The enthusiastic participa-
tion of the youth shows that
India’s future is in the safe
and strong hands of Modi,”
he added.

Kashyap said that initia-
tives such as the My India
Campaign and the Unity
March were nurturing
patriotism, discipline and
social responsibility among
young people.



TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

SHIMLA, NOVEMBER 19

The BJP Legislature Party
met here today to chalk out
strategy for the ensuing win-
ter session, commencing at

.Dharamsala on November

«26. The BJP legislature party
~passed a resolution, congrat-
“ulating PM Narendra Modi,
(,Umon Home Minister Amit
#Shah, BJP president Jagat
“Prakash Nadia and senior
"BJP leadership of Bihar for
Jthe spectacular victory in
«Bihar assembly elections.

The main issues that the
BJP will raise in the Assem-
bly would be the relief and
restoration works post the
monsoon disaster.

The issue of attempt by the
state government to defer
panchayat elections also came
up for discussion. “A constitu-

IBRIE. . |

BJP legislature party chalks
out plan for winter session

Leader of Opposmon and JaiRam Thakur at state BJP |eg|slature party meetmg in Shlmla on Wedn%day

tional crisis has emerged in
the state following a face-off
between the state govern-
ment and the State Election
Commission on the issue of
holding elections, which is
very serious and unfortu-
nate,” said Naina Devi MLA

Randhir Sharma, chief
spokesperson of the BJP.

He said the deteriorating
law and order situation and
poor health services in the
hospitals across the state
will also be raised by the
Opposition in the Assembly.

The monsoon session of the
Asserrbly will be held from
November 26 to December 5.
Leader of Opposition Jai
Ram Thakur, state BJP in-
charge Shrikant, state BJP
chief Rajeev Bindal and party
MLAS attended the meeting.

'BJP to hold protest march on Dec4
as Congmarks three years in power

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

SHIMLA, NOVEMBER 19
Opposition BJP on Wednes-
day announced a large- -scale
protest march in Dharam-
sala on December 4, coincid-
ing with the Congress gov-
| ernment’s completion of
three years in office. The
rally will be held during the
winter session of the Vidhan
Sabha and is aimed at high-
lighting what the BJP
describes as the govern-
ment’s “failed guarantees”
and “anti-people decisions”.
Addressing reporters in
Shimla, state BJP president
Rajeev Bindal said party
workers ~ from across
Himachal Pradesh would con-
verge in Dharamsala for the
| demonstration. He alleged
_ that the Congress regime had
pushed the state towards

[Eipi
|

State BJP president Rajeev Bindal and Leader of Opposmon
Jai Ram Thakur address medlapersons in Shlmla

financial crisis while allowing
“mafia raj” and administra-
tive deterioration to flourish.
“Is the Congress celebrating
financial bankruptcy, closure
of institutions, worsening law
and order or its unfulfilled
guarantees?” he asked.
‘Bindal accused the govern-

ment of reneging on its key
poll promises, including one

lakh jobs, Rs 1, 500 monthly

assistance to 28 lakh women,
300 units of free electricity,
Rs 100-per-litre milk procure-
ment and cow dung pur-
chase at Rs 2 per kg. “The
Congress came to power on

the strength of these guaran-
tees, none of which have
been delivered,” he said.

A committee led by Sulah
MLA Vipin Singh Parmar
will supervise preparations
for the rally. BJP state vice-
presidents Bihari Lal Shar-
ma, Pawan Kajal, Trilok
Kapoor and Dharamsala
MLA Sudhir Sharma will
serve as co-incharges.

Leader of Opposition Jai
Ram Thakur also criticised
the government for planning
to mark three years in office.
He said crucial welfare
schemes such as Him Care,
Sahara, Swavalamban, Gri-
hini Suvidha, Shagun and
Jan Manch had been discon-
tinued, affecting thousands
of families. “We will expose
the anti-people policies both
inside and outside the
Assembly,” he said.
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SHIMLA : Chief minister Sukh-
vinder Singh Sukhu announced
the opening of a public works
department divisionin the Doon
assembly constituency of Solan
district along with up-gradation
of Baddi civil hospital to 100-bed-
ded and %25 crore for construc-
tion of the SDM office along with
#10 crore for construction of a
sports stadium.

He said that facilities in Baddi

must match the growing popula-
tion, adding that a modern bus
stand would be constructed at
Baddi for which adequate funds
would be provided. He
announced that the Baddi, Bar-
otiwala and Chandi schools
would have CBSE curriculum
from the next academic session.

The CM while addressing a
gathering at Baddi targeted the
previous BJP government for

PWD division to come up in Doon: CM

turning a blind eye on corrup-
tion. He alleged that the BIP gov-
ernment gave away 5,000 bighas
of land worth hundreds of crores
to big industrial houses for just
3112 crore, under the guise of
customised packages. “As long
as I am the CM, I will not allow
the state’s assets to be plun-
dered. We are custodians of
Himachal Pradesh’s resources,” |
he asserted. HTC
= -
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'HC seeks details of working lifts
for patients in state govt hospitals

Shailee Dogra

shailee.dogra@htlive.com

SHIMLA : Taking cognisance of
non-functional patient’s lifts in
government hospitals, the
Himachal Pradesh high court
(HC) had sought details regard-
ing the designated working lifts
in the government health insti-
tutes.

The HC took suo moto cogni-
sance of non-functional lifts in
government hospitals which
are posing inconvenience to the
patients after a representation
regarding the same was
received by the chief justice. It
belies the claims of the state
government of providing world
class health infrastructure in
the government hospitals in the
state.

“The issue herein is regard-
ing old persons and infirm
patients not being allowed to
use the lifts in government hos-
pitals,” read the order of the

division bench comprising of
chief justice GS Sandhawalia
and justice Jiya Lal Bhardwaj.
Chief secretary, secretary
(health), director health servi-
ces, Kasumpti and chief medi-
cal officer of the Deendayal
Hospital in Shimla have been
impleaded as respondents.
The high court bench while
issuing notice for December 29
has directed the secretary
(health) to file an affidavit
regarding the number of public
hospitals in the state which are
multi storied and whether
there are designated working

lifts for the convenience of

patients.

The HC bench pointed out
that as per the representation
received, it has been mentioned
that one lift in the hospital is
reserved for staff and doctors
and the lift for the general pub-
lic is not working.

The representation pointed
out that the lift meant for doc-
tors and staff remains opera-
tional while the lift designated
for public use is non-func-
tional, forcing elderly and
physically weak patients to
climb muitiple floors to aceess
medical services.

HC’s notice comes at a point
when the chief minister Sukh-
vinder Singh Sukhu has been
pushing for overhaul of the
state healthcare. Sukhu on vari-
ous platforms have been reiter-
ating the state government’s
commitment to providing qual-
ity healthcare services to the
people.

“f
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Jai Ram takes ‘Alto jibe” at Sukhu govt

HT Correspondent
letterschd@hindustantimes.com

SHIMLA : The Bharatiya Janata
Party on Wednesday, taking a
jibe on Congress’ performance in
Bihar, said the Congress will be
reduced to meagre five seats in
Himachal.

Himachal leader of Opposi-
tion and former chief minister
Jai Ram Thakur said, “In Bihar,
the Congress has been reduced
to fitting inside a Bolero but in
Himachal we will fit them inside
an Alto — which the chief minis-
ter prefers.”

Jai Ram was talking to the
media during the joint press con-
ference along with BJP’s state
president Rajeev Bindal. He
asserted that the Congress party
would be reduced to five seats in
the 2027 Himachal Pradesh
assembly elections.

“People of Bihar have sent a

\‘l

This programme is
being organised for
the disaster
victims, and more
assistance will be
provided to them

SUKHVINDER SINGH

SUKHU, Himachal (M

clear message to the Congress,
and its plight in Himachal will be
even worse. The Congress will be
nowhere to be seen in the
upcoming assembly elections in
the state. The verdict of Hima-
chal’s people will force the Con-
gress, which came to power last
time on the basis of false guaran-
tees, to fit into an Alto car in the
next assembly elections.”

Calling the Congress party’s
third anniversary celebrations as
“unjustified and unacceptable”,
Jai Ram said, “When the Disas-
ter Act is in force in the state,
panchayat elections are not
being held due to this, yet the
government is celebrating three
years of rule.”

“Employees are not getting
salaries, pensions are unpaid,
and the youth are unemployed.
Even Congress leaders cannot
name a single achievement in
three years. They shut down the
welfare schemes of the previous
government and started no new
initiative. As they celebrate three
years, the BJP will protest on

December 4 against the anti-peo-.

ple decisions of this government
and we will be cornering the
state government in the upcom-
ing state assembly,” said Jai
The state president of saffron

party, Rajeev Bindal said, “The
Congress’ downfall has been
seen across the nation, and its
impact is visible in Himachal
too.” Meanwhile, launching a
scathing attack on the Sukhu-led
state government, Bindal said, “It
is the most inefficient govern-
ment in the history of Himachal.
These three years have been the
years of destruction for the
youth and unemployed, years of
economic breakdown, years of
debt and disease, years of false
guarantees and the peak of lies,
years of murders, robberies, loot
and mafia, years of collapse of
governance, and years of shut-
ting down institutions, lockouts
and blatant nepotism.”
Responding to the criticism,

_chief minister Sukhvinder Singh

Sukhu said that the state govern-
ment remained committed to
rehabilitation and relief efforts
following recent calamities.

Responding to opposition’s
criticism of the government’s
decision to celebrate despite the
state being under disaster condi-
tions, CM clarified that the
upcoming programine, marking
the completion of three years of
the Congress government, was
specifically meant for disaster-
affected families.

“This programme is being
organised for the disaster vic-
tims, and more assistance will be
provided to them. Whenever a
disaster occurs, it is the duty of
the government to provide relief
to those affected and we are
doing exactly that,” he said.

Meanwhile, BJP will hold a
protest against the Sukhu-led
state government terming it as
“most inefficient government in
the history of state”, during the
upcoming winter assembly ses-
sion on December 4 at Dharam-
shala’s Zorawar Stadium.
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- Sukhu launches 12
key projects worth

%383 crore in Doon

i Shimla: Himachal Pradesh
i chief minister Sukhvinder
Singh Sukhu on Wednesday
inaugurated
and laid the
foundation

stones of 12
key develop-
ment  pro-
: jects worth
Rs 383 crore in the Doon as-
! gsembly constituency in So-
i lan district. Sukhu inaugu-

! rated the Baddi-Sai-Ramshe-

! har road constructed at a
¢ costof Rsg6crore, tube wells
{ worthRs15.78 crore in Doon,
{ Rs 10.64-crore Civil Hospital
Baddi, and the Rs 3.15-crore
: building of the Community
: Health Centre, Barotiwala.

: He also opened govt pri-
: mary schools at Haripur
Sandholi, SurajMajra, Luba-
i na, and Chakkan in the Bad-
:  dieducational block.

: On a day-long visit to the
;' Doon constituency, the CM
' 1aid foundation stones for
major projects, including a
Rs 73.21-crore power supply
scheme in Baddi, Rs 63.73-
crore Baddi-Shitalpur-Ja-
gatkhana road, Rs 40-crore
ISBT Baddi, Rs 37.67-crore

Tribute to ex-PM
Indira Gandhi

Shimla: CM Sukhvinder
Singh Sukhu paid floral
tribute toIndia’s first
woman Prime Minister,
indira Gandhi, at the
historic Ridge on
Wednesday on her birth
anniversary. Remembeting
her remarkable
contributionsto
nation-building, he
hlghllghted her visionary
leadershipinareassuchas
poverty alleviation,
economic reforms, bank
nationalisation,
agricultural development,
and social empowerment.

mini-secretariat  building,
Rs37.10-crore sewerage sche-
meforleft-outareas,andaRs
5-crore Rajiv Gandhi Day Bo-
arding School in Kalyanpur:

Announcing a new PWD
division in Doon, he said
Baddi Civil Hospital would
be upgraded to 100 beds. He
announced Rs 25 crore for a
new SDM office, Rs 10 crore
for a sports stadium. mn

|
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Engineer fined 10K for
‘misleading’ report on NH

WHAT WENT WRONG

DLSA Secy
Asked To
Re-inspect
Highway

Times News NETWORK

Shimla: Taking serious note
of the misleading depiction
of the Shimla-Theog national
highway’s condition, the Hi-
machal Pradesh high court
has imposed a fine of Rs10,000
on Ratan Kumar Sharma, su-
perintending engineer, natio-
nal highway, Shimla circle.

As per the court directive,
the fine is to be paid by Shar-
ma personally into the ‘Chief
Justice Disaster Relief Fund’.

The division bench, com-
prising Chief Justice Gurme-
et Singh Sandhawalia and
Justice Jiya Lal Bhardwaj, al-
so directed the secretary, Dis-
trict Legal Services Authority
(DLSA), tore-inspectthe high-
way and to submit a fresh re-

» Sharma’s earlier affidavit
presented an ‘inaccurate
picture’ of the Shimla-Theog
highway’s condition

» ADLSA secretary,
appointed as local
commissioner, inspected the
highway from Theog to Shimla
and submitted a detailed
teport with photographs

» The report found
numerous potholes,

some filled with water

and others temporarily
covered with raw stones or
concrete

» It noted that only the
Theog bypass was in good
condition and required
minor repairs

port confirming whether the
photographs attached in
Sharma’s latest affidavit ac-
curately depict the road con-
dition and whether the repair
work is being carried out pro-
perly.

Sharma, appearing in per-
son on Tuesday, tendered an
unconditional apology for the
“inadvertent error”. He infor-
med the courtthat he had visi-
ted the highway to ensure
prompt restoration of rain-
damaged stretches under the
defect liability period (DL.P).

Notices were issued to

..................

contractors for immediate re-
pairs, and maintenance work
commenced through long
stretch patches via separate
tenders, he said, adding that
the works on the NH-705
stretch from Theog to Hatkoti
were inprogressand expected
to be completed by March
2026, with the estimate alrea-
dy submitted to the Union mi-
nistry of road transport and
highways.

Earlier, the DLSA secreta-
ry, appointed as local commis-
sioner by the court, inspected
the highway from Theog to

'INADVERTENT
ERROR'

Ratan Kumar Sharma, «
appearingin personon
Tuesday, tendered an
unconditional apology for
the “inadvertenterror”. He
informedthe courtthathe
had visited the highway to
ensure prompt restoration
of rain-damaged stretches
under the defect liability
period.

Shimla along with officials
concerned and submitted a
detailed report with photog-
raphs. Thereport highlighted
thattheaffidavitfiled by Shar-
ma earlier presented an inac-
curate picture.

Most of the road stretch
had numerous potholes, some
filled with water and others
temporarily covered with raw

stones or concrete. Only the :

Theogbypass was found in go-

odcondition, requiringminor
repairs, the report mentio- :

ned.

Mercury continues to fall as

winter tightens grip in HP
The Lahaul-Spiti administration has decided to
close the Manali-Leh highway from Nov 20
onward, as the BRO recently cited the likelihood of

heavy snowfall and dangerous road conditions
caused by ‘black ice’ on the road

Times News NETWORK

: Shimla: Asthewinterhasset
:  in, more than 30 weather sta-
i tions across Himachal Pra-
: desh recorded minimum
{ temperatures below 10°C on

: Wednesday, despite ongoing

i dryweather conditions.

: AccordingtotheMeteoro-
! logical Centre, Shimla, Tabo
" jn Lahaul Spiti remained the
: coldest, with a minimum of

¢ -56°C following Kukumseri,

: which registered a low of -
i 5.1°C. The district headquar-
¢ ters, Keylong, recorded a mi-
: nimum temperatureof 0.1°C.
: Kalpa in Kinnaur shive-
i red at 2.6°C, while Seobagh
i nearKullurecorded thenight
: temperature of 3.6°C.
Among the tourist desti-
¢ nations, Manali registered a
i low of 4.1°C, followed by Dha-
» ramshala (8.7°C), Shimla
(9°C), Kufri (9.5°C), and Ka-
sauli(10.7°C).

The maximum tempera-
ture has been gradually dip-

ping across the state for more
than a week. Una was the
warmest on Wednesday with
a maximum of 27°C — a drop
of 0.4°C since Tuesday. Kufri
in Shimla logged a high of
14.1°C. The day temperature
in Keylong was recorded at
14.4°C. Meanwhile, "as the
mercury continued to plum-
met in the high-altitude are-
as, the Lahaul Spiti admini-
stration has decided to close
the Manali-Leh highway
from Nov 20 onwards.
According to the Lahaul
Spiti police, the decision was

‘taken following a recommen-

dation made by the Border
Roads Organisation (BRO),
which recently cited the lik-
elihood of heavy snowfall
and- dangerous road condi-

tions caused by ‘black ice’ on
the road. Black ice is a thin,
transparent layer of ice that
forms on the road in low tem-
peratures. It is hugely slippe-
ry and almost invisible as it
blends with the dark surface
of the road and is the main
cause of accidents in the
high-altitude areas.

The BRO has also reques-
tedtheadministration tostop
all types of vehicular move-
ment on the Jingjingbar-Sar-
chu, Gulaba-Rohtang, and
Granfu-Losar routes after
Nov 20. According to the
BRO, there is a high possibili-
ty of heavy snow accumula-
tion and road blockages on
this route, which may cause
vehiclesto getstuckand even
lead to accidents.



Anti-drug op:
33 people -
held, 25 cases
registered

Times News NETwoRK

Shimla: Twenty-five cases we-
reregistered under the Narco-
tic Drugs and Psychotropic
Substances (NDPS) Act and 33
persons were arrested during
the 36-hour anti-drug opera-
tion of the Himachal Pradesh
Police which ended on Wednes-
day.

The operation was targeted
against chitta (heroin) and
other narcotic substances.

Officials also seized 8.53 kg
of hashish, 2.66 kg of marijua-
na, 67.14 grams of heroin, 21.78
grams of opium, and 100 narco-
tic tablets during the opera-
tion.

Additionally, 622 challans
were issued under the Motor
Vehicle Act.

The operation ran from 6
pmonNov17to6am on Nov19.
During this period, 208 special
checkpoints were set up and
217,982 vehicles were inspected
in a tightly coordinated state-
wideeffortbetween thedistrict
police, battalions, and the Anti-
Narcotics Task Force (ANTF).
Extensive verification of iden-
tities, documents, and luggage
was conducted, and the entire
operation was videographed.

Himachal Pradesh chief

‘minister Sukhvinder Singh

Sukhu emphasised that such a
crackdown went beyond law
enforcement, calling it a social
responsibility to eradicate
drugtrafficking.

DGP Ashok Tiwari urged
thecitizens to support the cam-
paign by reporting suspicious
activities and protecting the
youth. “If we walk together, the
end of drugs is certain,” he sa-
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BJP will make

Cong MLAs fit
into hatchback
in’27 polls: LoP |

TiMes News NETWORK

Shimla: Leader of opposition
and former chief minister Jai-
ram Thakur on Wednesday
mocked the Congress, saying
that while the party “fit into a
Bolero” in the recently conclu-
ded Bihar elections, the BJP
aims to “fit Congress MLASs in-
toan Alto” inthe2027 Himachal
Pradesh assembly polls.

Thakur, while addressing
the mediapersons, accused the
Congress govt of celebrating
threeyearsinpowerdespitethe
state facing severe economic
distress. He stated that employ-
ees, pensioners, and the
unemployed were suffering,
with salaries, pensions, and re-
imbursements delayed. Healle-
ged that major welfare schemes
like Himcare, Sahara, and Sha-
gun had stalled, while no new
schemes had been introduced.
The LoP announced that the
BJP would hold a massive pro-
test against the state govt on
Dec 4 during the forthcoming
winter session of the legislati-
veassembly in Dharamshala.

BJP state president Dr Raje-
ev Bindal said the Congress
govt in Himachal Pradesh had
entered acomatose phase, simi-
lar to the party’s decline na-
tionwide.

He noted that despite exten-
sive campaigning, Congress se-~
cured only six seats in Bihar
Bindal asserted that people
trust Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, Amit Shah, and JP Nad-
da.
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Himachal Pradesh Chief Minister Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu and others pays tribute to former Prime
Minister Indira Gandht on her birth anniversary, in Shimla on Wednesday. i

BJP social media cell is targeting me
because I curbed corruption; Sukhu

Express News Service
Shimla, November 19

HIMACHAL PRADESH Chief
Minister Sukhvinder Singh
Sukhu on Wednesday accused
the BJP social media cell of tar-
geting him because he took
stringent action to curb cor-
ruption and ensured widows, or-
phans, women, labourers and
farmers got their rights.

Sukhu, whoinauguratedand
laid the foundation stones of 12
development projects worth Rs
383 crore in the Doon Assembly
constituencyin Solan district, at-
tackedthe previous BIJPgovern-
ment for allegedly turning a
blind eye to corruption.

“The previous BJP govern-
ment handed over 5000bighas
of valuable land to industrial
houses for just Rs 1.12 crore
under customised packages,

waivingstampdutyand offering
electricity at Rs 3perunit for five
years, along with free water, As
long asTam the chief minister, I
willnotallowthe State’s assetsto
be plundered,” the CM said, ad-
dressing a public gathering,

“The previous BJP govern:
mentleft behind a debt of Rs
75,000 crore and liabilities of Rs
10,000 crore for employees. For
electoral gains, itopened various
institutes in the last six months
of its tenure without proper
budgetary provisions and staff”
the chief minister alleged.

“The state government was
safeguardingthe interests of Hi-
machal, and that's why we re-
turned Rs30 croré received from
the Centre for thebulk drugpark
anddecidedtodevelopit on our
own,” he said. He also said that
thegovernmentisgoingtomake
large-scale recruitment in vari-

ous departments.

Sukhu inaugurated the Rs
86-crore Baddi-Sai-Ramshehar
road, tube wells worth Rs 15.78

‘crore in the Doon area, the Rs

10.64-crore Civil Hospital in
Baddi and a Rs 3.15-crore Com-
munity Health Centre building
inBarotiwala. The CM dedicated
the newly opened government
primary schools at Haripur
Sandholi, Suraj Majra, Lubana
and Chakkan to the public.
Sukhu announced to up-
gradethe Baddi Civil Hospital to
a100-bed facility, Rs 25 crore for
constructing an SDM office and
Rs10 crore for asports stadium.
He said Baddi’s facilities
mustkeep pacewith its growing
population. Heannounced that
Baddi, Barotiwala and Chandi

schools would follow the CBSE

curriculum from the next aca-
demic session.
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‘Need govt’s unconditional support, SEC cannot
conduct panchayat elections smgle—handedly

The 81tuat10n the State Electlon
Commission is currently facing has
never arisen in Himachal, at least to
the best of my knowledge: Khachi

Saurabh Parashar
Shimla, November 19

AT LOGGERHEADS with the
Himachal Pradesh government
over the upcoming Panchayati
Raj Institution (PRI) elections,
scheduled in January 2026,
State Election Commissioner
Anil Kumar Khachi said he
never witnessed “such a situ-
ation regarding Panchayat elec-
tions in his over three-decade-
long bureaucratic career”. Inan
interview with The Indian Ex-
press, Khachi, a 1986-batch
former IAS officer of the Hima-
chal cadre, sought the Chief
Minister Sukhvinder Singh
Sukhu-led Congress govern-
ment's “unconditional support”
to conduct the elections within
the prescribed time frame. Be-
fore being appointed as the SEC
in August2021, Khachiserved as
the chiefsecretary from January
20, 2021, to August 2022 during
the previous BJP government
Excerpts:

How would you describe

the currentscenario: a
communication gap,a
crisis, or unwillingness on
the part of the state
government to conduct
panchayat elections?

I won't call it a crisis. We
neverwereinacrisis. Elections,
whether parliamentary, As-
sembly, or panchayat, are a
constitutional process. Nobody

can create hurdles, obstruct or

stop this process. That said, I
believe the situation the State
Election Commission is cur-
rently facing has never arisen
inHimachal; atleast tothe best
of my knowledge. At the same
time, I reiterate we have not run
out of time. We still have time
to meet the constitutional
deadline for holding panchayat
elections. There might have
been instances where elections
in some panchayats or local
bodies were halted due to liti-
gation, but the entire process
was never affected.

The CM says the SEC must
follow the Cabinet-

EXPRESS ANILKUMARKHACHI

lnte“flegv STATE ELECTION COMMISSIONER, HP
approved delimitation Could you explain what
decision,buttwodaysago, youmeanbythestate
youissued a notification government's
barring the delimitation unconditional support?
process. The SEC is almost ready to

There are several matters  conduct elections, but we
which fallunderthe purviewof  require some clarifications

the state government and
many under the SEC, but one
thing is clear: panchayat elec-
tions can only be conducted
through thejoint efforts of both
institutions. Panchayat elec-
tions are a two-way process —
neither the state government
nor the SEC can do everything
alone. I do not want to com-
mentonthestategovernment’s
decision, but the SEC needs
their unconditional support.
The SEC notification falls en-
tirely within the ambit of the
Constitution of India.

from the state government.
First, the reservation roster. If
we are to hold elections, we
must have clarity on the reser-
vation roster for panchayats,
which falls under the govern-
ment’s purview. Ballot papers
— an administrative matter —
can be prepared very quickly.
Second, ifthe government con-
cludes that the disaster situ-
ation has subsided, it must
withdraw the order restraining
Deputy Commissioners from
undertaking election-related
work. Theseare, in myview, the

. twomain constraints currently

holding back the conduct of
elections, When I use the term
“unconditional support,” Iam
referring specifically to these
two points, Other issues can be
sorted out anytime.

If the panchayat elections
are delayed, will it reflect
onyou?

Thave already made it clear
that the SEC cannot conduct
elections single-handedly. We
need the state government's
support, which is why I am
seeking their unconditional
support. The Governor of Hi-
machal Pradesh is the constitu-
tional head. As for the commis-
sion’s preparedness, voter lists
for 3,548 out of 3,577 gram pan-
chayats and all 70 Urban Local
Bodies (ULBs) have been com-
pleted. The remaining29 gram
panchayats, where the compi-
lation work is underway, will
havetheir final voter listsready
by December 1.

Are yousatisfied with the
government’s response?

This is not about my pez-
sonal satisfaction. Instead of
asking me, you can look at the
impression the SEC is getting
from the government, based on
the orders and notifications is-
sued by this office.



HPSEDC shares

- detailson UAE job
openings for
delivery persons

Hamirpur: The Himachal Pra-
desh State Electronics Develop-
ment Corporation (HPSEDC)

has asked youths interested in-

working as bike-borne delivery
persons in the United Arab
Emirates toapply by November
22 for the opportunity, officials
said on Wednesday.
The selected candidates
. would be required to deliver es-
sential items, including food,
and would receive a monthly
salary of 2,500 dirhams, plus
commissions and tips, ranging
from Rs 70,000 to 1,00,000 per
month, they said.

. District Employment Officer
SurendraSharmasaid the Hima-
chal Pradesh State Electronics
Development Corporation has
received a communication for
thejobsinthe UAE throughare-
cruitment representative —
JSDC Group of Companies.

Those aged between 20 and
37 years, having passed class 10
examination, and possessing
basic knowledge of English
would be eligible for the oppor-
tunity, he said. Candidates also
must have a drivinglicense and
apasspott, both valid forat least
oneyear. People with tattooson
their face or neck, or colout-
blind individuals, would not be
considered for the overseas re-
cruitment process. PTI
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Impersonator booked for
using Shimla DC’s name,
photo on WhatsApp

Express News Service
Shimla, November19
SHIMLA DEPUTY Commis-
sioner Anupam Kashyap on
Wednesday filed a police com-
plaint after he found out that
online fraudsters were imper-
sonating him using his name
and photograph on WhatsApp.

The complaint was lodged
with Shimla Superintendent of
Police (SP) Sanjeev Gandhi.

According to police offi-
cials, the impersonator was
operating through the mobile
numbet showing Vietnam and
had been contacting people
posing as the Deputy Commis-
sioner. :

The DC said such misuse
could lead to miscommunica-
tion, harassment or financial
fraud.

In his written complaint,
Kashyap stated that an un-
identified person was “fraudu-
lently using my name and pho-
tograph on WhatsApp,” and
urged the police to take im-

mediatelegal and technical ac- .

tion.

Healsorequested the Cyber
Cell to trace the person behind
the impersonation. A screen-
shot of the fake WhatsApp pro-
file and chat messages was at-
tached as evidence.

Terming the matter urgent,
Kashyap said the misuse of the
identity of a publicoffice bearer
could have serious conse-
quences.

Police officerssaid that they
began a preliminary inquiry
and ate coordinating with cy-
bercrime expertstoidentify the
suspect.
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‘State still recovering
from disaster’: Jai Ram
questions Congress
govt’s 3-yr celebrations

Express News Service
Shimla, November 19

LEADER OF The Opposition
(LoP) Jai Ram Thakur said on
Wednesdaythat the ruling Con-
gress government’s celebration
of three years in office is “hard
todigest” asit'stakingplaceata
time when the state is still batt-
ling a disaster and the Disaster
Management Act is in force.

“BEven senior Congress
leaders do not seem to under-

stand what exactly the govern-
ment is celebrating. The Con-
gress government is
completing three years in of-
fice, but has nothing to show-
case, ”the former chief minister
said. “Thestateisbattlinga dis-
astet, and the Disaster Manage-
ment Actis currentlyin force in
Himachal Pradesh. The very
law Chief Minister Sukhvinder
Singh Sukhu is citing to justify
the postponement of the pan-
chayat elections.” ’
Despite such adverse cir-
cumstances, I fail to under-
stand why the government
feelstheneed to celebrate three
years in office,” Thakur said.

“The Sukhu government,
which came to power promis-
ing system change, cannot re-
sist holding celebrations.” .
Addressing a press confer-
ence, Jai Ram said, “The state
treasury has halted payments
above Rs 10,000, salaries and
pensions are being delayed,
medical reimbursements, es-
pecially for senior citizens, are
not being processed, youthsare
not getting employment, and
outsourced staff are being re-
moved. Over 15,000 people
havelost theirjobs. Roads have
become riddled with potholes,
and the condition of basic facil-
ities in rural areas is miserable.
Yetthe government is busy pre-
paring for celebrations.”
Fielding questions on the
Bihar Assembly elections, the
LoP said the Bihar verdict sent
aclear messagetothe Congress,
which would be facing even
worse in Himachal. “The Con-
gresswillbe nowheretobe seen
inthe next Himachal Assembly
election. The people of the state
will pack the Congress's bag,
which came to power on fake
guarantees,” he said.

LoP Jai Ram Thakur, BJP chief Dr Rajeev Bindal and party MLA Vipin
Singh Parmar address the media in Shimla on Wednesday. express
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