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ChigfMinister Sukiinder

Youth Congies

The Tribune 884 2
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s takes out

‘save demeocracy march

SHIMLA, APRIL7

Himachal Pradesh Youth
Congress took out & protest
eation of Rahul Gandhi and
to save demoeracy”  in
Shimla today evening. The

‘Save Democracy Peace -
March’, in which the Youth.

Congress members  held
aloft ‘mashals’, started from
the Congress Bhavan and
+  concluded a1 Raj Bhavan.

Attacking the Central gov-

ernment, Srinivas said-the
people of thie country would
remember the Modi govern-
ment as destroyer of
demorcracy. “The Modi gov-
ernment is scared of the

growing " popularity  of
Rahul dhi. The BIP has

._been rattled by the sqpport

‘Rahul received during the
Bharat Jodo Yatra,” he said.

* : Srinivas said the govern-

ment can turn off the mikes
in Parliament, but it would
ot be able to suppress the
voice of the youth. ‘*To save
_the democracy, the Youth
- Congress has come on the
streets. It is. clear that the
Congress will come to pow-
er at the Centre in 2024,
said Srinives. :
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Out of stock, Shandll seeks
C0V1d Vaccme from Centre

Tnmm\m NEWS Smw:cn
SHIMLA,APRILY -
State Health M:.mster

Dhani Ram Shandil has
urged the Central Govern-

ment to supply Covid-19

vaceine so that people can
. pe administered the pre—
cautionary dose. However,

the vaccine is not available ’

in the state at present.
Shandﬂ participated in.a

virtual roeeting convened

by Union Health Minister
Mansukh Mandavwa with
the health m:msters of all
states on the Covid situa-
tion and the state of pre-
paredness. He told Man-
daviya that the situation in
Himachal was ‘under con-
trol and the government
had sufficient resources to
handle any eventuality:
According 10 a spokesper-
son, Shand.ll said that the

GIRL DIES IN MAHDI

Health Mifiister Dhiani Ram Sha
Union Health Mlmster NMansukh

ndll atiends a viriual meeting wrrh
L Mandawya in Shimla on Fnday

-] One death due to Covid-

related liiness was reported

3 7 % In the state on Friday
m A 19-year-oid girl suffering

from bilateral pneumonia
died due to Covid in Mandi

8 As many as 108 positive. -

cases were reported and .
. 1,896 tests were conducted

m Qver the pastfew days, the .

state has recorded positive
- gases in excess of 300 . .
The.numberon Friday seems .
to have dipped largely due to
reducedtastmg

‘state had a sufﬁc1ent num-

ber of beds availabile and -

an adequate supply of oxy-
gen along with an adequate
number - of ventilators in
heglthcare .
thmughout the staté..

He said that the’ weekly .

pos1t1v1ty rate was 6.6 per

facllltles -

cent and the current hosp1—'_

tal. adxmssmn rate was 0.9
per- cent. “The minister
added that the state was

conducting around 5000-’

tests per day.
He 'said that Covid- 19
coordmatlon and review

‘meetmgs at the state and .

district levels would be con-
ducted on a regular basis as
per the directions given by
the Union Health Minister.
*.OQver .the past few days,

_the state has recorded posi-

tive cages in excess of 300.
The numberon Friday seems
to have dipped.
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Cong gears up for Shi
ele ections, ﬁ@ms CO!

'I‘nmm was Smwxcn

smuu, APRIL7
_The Congresshas conshmted

Mumclpal

r{SMG}eiec‘l:lms HPCC pres-
-ident Pratibha Singh and
Chief Minister Sukhvinder
Singh Sukhu will spear}_lead
the election campaign.

Pratibha Singh and.

Stkhu have been entrusted
with: the responsibility to
prepare the strategy and
manage the party campaign
_for the SMC poll on May 2:
Deputy Chief Minister
. Mukesh Agnihotri has been
made chairman of the cam-
'paign commiittee, .
’I‘he Congréss is hopeful of

control’ aver the.

SMC from the BJE as it had
‘ -seven of the eight
Assembly seats in Shimla
. district in the 2022 Vidhan
- Babha elections. Moreover,
Sukhu had been a councillor

-oftheSMCfromtheChotta-

Shimia ward, It will be a test
of }_u's popularity as these will
be the first elections being
fought under him as CM.

Rajeev Shukla, Rajya Sab-
ha MP and in-charge of Con-
gress affairs in Himachal,
constituted the .committees
to ensuie the party’s victory

Corporation

The Tribur-

{;i;\‘,‘al

FGRPGLLCAMPAIGH
= -arge Congress
- Campaign | Mukesh Agruhutn_ affairs in Himachal,
Scrooring - Ha:stmmcﬁwmﬂ formedthe committees
\ i gl - HP Congress Com-
mittee prasidertd

Pratibha Singh and

wil spearhead the
election campaigh
Health Mister

%! Dhani Ram Shandil

1 is gonvener of the

% 31 campeign oommittee

mtheSMCelechons Mean- .

while, - Pratlbha has
-armounced  that all:” those

keen to contest the SMCelee- |

tions can apply for partyhck—
-etbyApril 8,
. Agnihotri has been made

- the -chairman’ of the cam-

paign comm1ttee while
Heslth Minister Dhani Ram
Shandil is its convener. Oth:
er members of the commit-
tee are Chief Parliamentary
Secretary (CPS) Molmn-Lal

Nand Lal (Rampur), Ajay -

. Solanki (Naha.n) and Vinod
Su.lta.npun (Kasauli); for-
mer Mayor Narender
Kataria, and party leaders
Rajnish Khimta, Dyal Pyari
and Hardeep Singh Bawa.

_ Industries Minister Harsh-
wa:dhan Chauhan heads the

scregmng committee while
Public Works Department
Minister - Vikramaditya
Singh, Rqral Development
afld Pancha_yaﬁ Raj Minister

Anirudh Singh, Chief Parlia-

mentary Secreta.ry Ashish
' Butail (Palamnpur}and MLAs
2 Vmaylﬁmmr(Renuka;jl)and
‘Harish Japartha (Shimila)

are its members.
Education Minister Rohit
Thakur will head the elec-

-tion management commit-

tee ‘while Suianpt.‘l_r MLA
Rejinder Rana will be its
convener. The members of
the committee are Chief

- Parliamentary  Secrefary

Inder Dutt Lakhanpal
(Barsar), MLAs Sanjay
Awasthy (Arki), Raghubir

Bali (Nagrotd), Suresh -
Kumar (Bhoranj) and Ram :

S
g

% 2

" Kurnar (Dpor) and office-

bearers Amit Pal Singh, Dr

“Rajesh Sharfna, Sunil Shar-
_ma -Bitty, Amit Nanda,

Maheshwar Chauhan,
Devender Bushahri and
Ritesh Kapret, The presi-
dents of Shimla (Urban) and

' Shimla, (Rural) blocks will
_ be special invitees.

Theeoord.inationconnui‘l;-
tee will have senior leadérs
like Kaul Singh Thakur,
Ram Lal Thakur, Asha

" Rumari, Sudhir Sharra
(Dharamsala), -

Kuldeep
Kumar, Kuldeep Rathore
and Kishori Lal. The party
leadership has alse consti-
tuted a media committee to
be ‘headed by - Naresh.
Chaiihan, Principal Adviser
(Media) to Chief Minister. -

. The Congress govern-
ment had reversed the deci- |
sion of the previous BJP
government and reduced -
the number of wards from
41 to original 34. ;

The BJP had protested the .
government decision during
the Budget session i the .
Vidhan Sabha recently. It
accused the ruling party of
doing it outof 'desperationfo
win the SMC elections.

The SMC poll were due in
May 2022 but were deferred |
after some councilors chal-
lenged the delimitation of
wards in the HP High Court.
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Karsog farmer gets Padma Shri

TRmuNE NBWS SERVICE

MANDI, APRIL 7

President Droupadi Murmu,

"had awarded Padma Shri to

* - Nek Ram’Sharma, a farmer

ofNamvﬂlagemKarsogsub-
division of Mandi district, in
-Dethi on April 5, Hehasbeen

conferred the award for

reviving the traditional cTop

system of nine foodgrains,
Nek Ram says, “It was an

ﬁ'omthePremdmtmrecogm.
tonofmyworkmmefann B
Ing sector. It will encourage " i
metowork harder i the farm; -
seetortorewvethe‘h'admonal.

cropsystemmHlmachal

Sharma says, “In 1990, 1.
‘started an Angora“ farm

. which continued till 1995. T
theri switched to organic

farming to revive the tradi- -
tional crop system of nine 1
foodgraing, By 2000, I made

good progress and developed
finger-millet, foxtail miliet,
barn yard, proso millet, kodo

millet, buck beat, sorghum,

-and pear] millet, These tradi-
tional foodgrains were on the
verge of extinction.”

e says, “These nine food-

‘grains are known as Nay
Anaj, whichis anatural inter-
cropping method in-which
these are grown on the same
Diece of land without using

medent Droupadi Murmu awards Padma Shn to Nek Ram Sharma
Tor promoting t:admonal c:nop system of nine foodgrains,

any chemical, cutting down -
water usage by 50 per-cent
and ra:smglandfezﬁhiar”

Headds, “I produced local .
md1genous seeds of thése :

.

crops and xhstnbuted them

_tomore than 10,000 farmers

in six statesfree of cost.”
" Education Minister Rohit

_.Thakur had honoured Nek
Ram in Mandi on the occa—

sion of Repub,hc day.

4
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Enforcerules smctly

te check accidents,
Pratibha te]ls oﬂimals

TRIB'UNIE NEWS SERVICE

MANDI, APRIL 7
A meeting of the Parliamen-

tary Road Safety Committee: 1.
was held here yesterday unader

the chairmanship of MP Prati-

bha Singh, Various measures .
foprevent toad accidentsre

discussed atthemeehng
The MP' said, “Cornpre-

- hensive safety measures
should be taken in all acci-
-dent-prone areas of the dis-
trict to prevent mishaps.”
She directed the depart-
ments concerned, especial-
ly the police, to enforce the
traffic rules striefly to pre-
vent accidents. -

Officials of the Public Works

Department were directed to
expedite the repair of roads,
especially in dccident-prone.
areas. ‘“The issue of giving 25
per cent of the challan rev-
enueto the district police will
be taken up with the aitthori-
ties concerned s6 that the
police can work towards road
safety,” she added.

Regional Transport Offi-
cer Krishan Chand said the
department organised 72
programmes to sensitise-
people about road safety.
“Black spots have been
identified at-373 places and
these are. being .rectified.
Twenty-six persons died in
65 accidents this year, while

MP Pratibha Singh presides.
over a meshing on read safety |
widandi. PHOTO Al KUMAR

IMITIATE STEPS
safety measures should
be taken in all areas prone | !
toaecdentsinthe distnct |-
to prevent mishaps. |
| Presibls Swgh, westsee o spisnme |
65 were injured,” he added. -

Additional . Superinten-
dent of Police Sagar Chand
gaid an integrated traffie
management system-would
be installed at seven places

in the district. The work

had already been cormplet-
ed at three places. In all,
23,500 challans had been

..issuéd this year so far.

Deputy  Commissioner ,
“Arindam Chaudhary, ADM

_Ashmmenar SDMs of var-
ious subdivisions, officials of
‘ﬂleNHAIandthePWD alse-

attengded the meeting.

o e D AN~

Incivic body poll,

"wmnablllty sole |
-criterionfor
ticket: Kashyap

TRIBU’NB NEWS SERVICE

SHIMLA, APRILT .

tion (SMC) elections ‘in &

meetmgheldheI'EyesterdBy §
BJP state president

Suresh Kashyap said || tionand Broadcasting, while

that the party would give
ticket for thecivic body .

" elections onlyon the criteri-

on of mrmablhiw

. He said that feedbackwas
being taken from the in- ;
" charges and co-incharges of

the wards in thisregard; He
added that -BJP workers

" were told in-the meeting

about their responsibilities.

" Kashyapaccused the Con- .
greéss of doing politics of
deceif in the stite. “The
Congress gove:mment has
come to-power by telling.
lies and people have
realised this,” he claimed.

- The BJP state presuient
said that the previous BJP
govemment and the party-
‘niled SMC had -done good
work, be it in terms of water
supply, siart city achieve-
ments, parking facilities or

the consiruction of the.

Dhalli tunmel.-
“The BJP has always
worked to provide facilities

to people but the Congress :
is busy misleading them
- with statistics,” he alleged,

P S

Anurag; ¥1,000cr
sanctioned for
Bilaspurrailfine

| EAMIRPUR, APRIL 7

- TheCemh-alGovemmenthas
) 2 sanctioned 'over: Rg 1,000
The BJP chalked out 11:8
strategy for the upcoming ]
Shimla Municipal Corpora- !

c:mwetospeeduptheworkon
thé Bhanupali-Bilaspur rail-
way lifie. This is the highest
sanection of funds for any hill
state, said Anurag Thakur,
Union Minister for Informa-

addxessmgagathenng inthe .
Naina Devi constifuency in -
Bilaspur district today. :

. Earlier, Anurag reviewed

the progress of thework on’
the Kiratpur-Manali- high-
way widening project. He

| visitéd the first tunnel of

the highway at: Eainchi
Mode. He said that the dis-

tance hefween Bilaspur
‘and Chandlgarh would
reduce by-33 km when the
highway becomes opera-.

| tional next month.

He said that the Govind
‘Sagar lake on the rqute
would - be an additional
attraction for tounsts He
added that Nitin Gadkari,
Union. - M_Zlmster for Road
Transport and Highways,
would inaugurate the four-
lane highway on May 15.

Anurag, while addressing
BJP workers of the Naina
Devi constituency, said that
:the Central Government
had carried out develop-
ment in the region and two
faajor projects (railway line
and fourdlane highway)
would -improve the econo-
my of local people. — OC



DIPENDER MANTA
TRIBUNR NEWS SERVICR - :_'
MANDI,APRILT - o
After the opening of the.

‘Manali-Leh highway, the .
Border Roads Organisation -

"has intensified snow clear-

-ance - operation on’ the
Gramphu-Kaza highway m

the tribal district of Lahaul
and Spiti. This road crosses
through mighty Kunzuin
Pags  (14,931ff), which

receives heavy snow during

winter, Heavy snow cuts off

the Spiti valley from the -

Manali and Lahaul for
months every year
Generally,  the BRO
restores this -highway to
traffic ‘in May . or June
depending on the weather

conditions in the region.’
But this year, the BRO is’

planning fo restore this

highway to traffic by the -
_towards Gramphu beyond -
© the Kunzum Pass. .

end of April if weather
remains favourable.

~ The BRO has engaged its
workforce an@ machinery
from Spiti and Manali
gides on this highway te
clear it of snow. According
o the sources, the BRO
has cleared snow up to
Kunzum Pass from the
‘Gpiti side on this highway.
‘Now its machinery and
“workforce are  heading

‘_4

Py
E;'-’g "_?‘f.u
o

G8arh 3

.

A show-clearing operation underw'ay on-tﬁe GramphuKaza ..

highiway in Lahaul-Spiti, TRIBUNE PHOTO 3 A

The residents of Spiﬁ'w.fal-

‘Jey are waiting desperately
for the restoration of 'this
highway, which will give

thiem access to Lahaul valley
as well as Manali, The open-

ing of this highway will 8ls0

give impetus to the fourism

of the Spiti valley becausea.

majerity of tourists prefer to
visit Spiti via this highway;

says Sonam Targey, a resi-
dent of Spiti. ey
The inclement weather
during the past couple oL
days had hampered_-th’p:-
spow-clearing operation 0_11: ’
this . highway, which 15
prone to snow avalanches at i
a few places. Now, the,
weather has improved, 1
which will enable the BRG |
io testore this highway ear :
lier this year. e

6
Apr§,2023 8:13AM
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Tourist season plcks up in Manah

ABH].NAVVASHIBHT

KULLU, APRIL
The tourist season has start-
ed gathenng pace in Man-
ali. Hotels in the popular
tourist spot are experienc-
ing unproved oceupancy.
The green fax barrier at
Manahlswm_lesmngmglstra
tion of around 800 vehicles
daily and the number is rore
ot the weekend. Around 80
Volvobusesareplymgdaﬂyto
Mznali, Besides, around 400
vehicles from within the state
are artiving per day to the hill
station. Sources from tihe
Tourigm Department stated
that around 10,000 tourists
we:exweachmgdallyatManah
Snow is a major attraction

as the teunsts are flocking-

snow points near Manali to
witness snowand enjoy vari-

_ous adventure activities. The

tourists are also enjoying

" ‘rafting, paragliding and oth- .
“er adventure activities. The

tourists are t0o eager to visit
both the portals of the Atal
Tunnel Rohtang. They are
visiting Sissu and heading fo

Koksar valleyin Lahaul after.
crossing the tunnel. Various -

other tourist, spots dre also
abuzz with tourists. -

" The peak tourist season will
start in Manali from the last -
weekoprnlandthemhle'

bookings of hotels have start-

ed.Ancordmgtomfm'mahm,

online booking of hotels in
Mamiali has surged by sbout 50

per cent. However, many cases
offranid bookings aredlso com-

_ing tothe forewhere the fraud-

sters are duping the tourists.
In view of the impending
tourist season, the police
and the administration
have started making prepa-

L ratpons Foirr reserve battal-

‘becomes challengmg The
police has. started prepara-
tions to deal with the sifua-
tion to ensire .that - the
tourists do not face any kind

of problems. Manali has been-

.divided into eight sectors

ions and around 300 Home",

Guard personnel have been
requisitioned by the police
to maintain traffic’ and
order in Manali: These
jawans will-be responsible
‘for maintaining traffic and

and officers will be given the
responsibility in every sector

Roshan Thalkur, vice-presi-
dent of the Manali Hoteliers
Association, said that suburbs
of Manali and the surround-

_ing hills witnessed snowfall

.evenin the first week of April

_There is a possibility of more

other a.rrangements during -

the tourist season: .
Thousands of in-coming
vehicles during the tourist
gseason leads to traffic jams.
Dealing with the situation

tourists coming here e see
the snow-aden mountains
and enjoy the snow, he added.
“Those involved in tourism
busmﬂss are expecting good
busmess,” he said.
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Huge debt

:KSTOMAR,

yotwithstanding
| whooping debt lia-
bilities. of Rs 15,436

-crore inberited from the

previous Jai Ram Govern-
ment coupled with an
increase in fiscal deficit
beyond a permissiblé limit
Chief Minister Sukhvinder
Singh ‘Sukhu has not been
deterred from his commit-
ment to give top priority to

overall development which

has been pegged at about 29
per.cent of the total budget
of Rs 53,413 crore. It will be

gpent on the people-orient-

ed welfare schemes and
development projects.

An important lngredient of
capital expenditure

fallout of the fiscal manage-

ment is visible in the.

decrease of capital expendi-"-
. ture (creation of agsets), asoul

of any budget,  which- has

.gone down from R$ 6,311
crove in 2022:23 to Rs 5,202

¢rore in the current budget-
gry proposals for 2023-24, a
shortfall of minus 18 per cent

" which can be atiributed to

debt Lizbilities. Experts feel
that several latent, mandate-
ry and compelling factors

U%E%EHW&%.

constantly contribuied to the

decline of allocations in-cre- .

wﬂgom&mwmmmﬁ@gwmﬁ.

Central Govt's apathy
towards MGNREGA

erﬁm#mmdmmawmg&mﬁg,,

the allocations to the states,

includihg Himachal, under
MGNREGA. As per projec-".

tion, Himachal will get a
reduced amount of Rs 1,060
crore (275 lakh man-days) for

'9023-24 financial year as

liabilities affect dept

against Rs 127326 crore
received during the previous

BJP regime. Union Finance

Minister Nirmala Sithara-

 man has slashed state’s

MCGNREGA budget by Bs

. 27326 crore. for 2023-24

_ which will' have "a serious
fallout -ori generation of
‘employment in rural areas. _

Iri contrast, the Himachal

'CM has énhanced the daily
wages of workers employed -

iri this scheme in tribal and

- non-tribal areas which will

benefit 9 lakh workers
though the state will have to

" bear an additional burden

of Rs 100 crore.

Fiscal deficit may cross

nm__#o._._‘nma:__o._:anﬁ :
Fiscal deficit is one of the most

E%Q.Enmﬁﬁ%ﬁﬂ

ment to. progressively reduce

- the outstanding liabilities and

allocations, capital

revenue deficit which should

ot cross urion government's

E%Eﬁma"%»uﬁomm.
D eadesh Fiscel =

_and Budget Management

Himachal Pradesh’s fiscal
deficit is estimated to e 4.6
per cent of the Gross ‘State

Domestic Product (GSDP)

in 3023-24, The fiscal deficit

-was projected 4.98 per cent.

of the GSDP in 2022-23
which was higher when
compared to 2021-22 (4.05-

_per cent), The Central gov--

ermment allowed the statesa

fiscal deficit of 4.0 per cent of
the GSDP {including 0.5 per

cent for undertaking poweT

sectors reforms) in 2022-23.

The- previous BJP regime

could not manage the fiscal

deficit hence it crossed the.
permissible limit of the Cen-"
tral government.

Shortfall in outlay for

govt departments

Expetts feel that huge debt
liabilities, from the previ-
ous BIP government is
responsible for the down-
ward trend in the alloca-
tions of various depart-

‘ments. Barring education
.which has witnessed some

upward trend in. next
year's mﬁoawﬂon (Rs 8,828
crore in 2023-24 as against
Rs 8,412 crore IN 2022-23),
the. annual allocations
have gone down which
include roads and bridges

- (Rs 4,149 crore in 2022-23

to Rs 3,548 crore in 2023-24

j,e-14%), health and family
welfare (Rs 3,796 crore 10
- Rs 3,116 crore, -18 %), agri-

culture and allied services

-(Rs 3,121 crore to Rs 2,828,
-9%), irrigation- and flood:

control (Rs 986 crore 10 961
crore, 13 %), water mﬁ.@q

expenditure

and sanitation (Rs 2,168
crore to Rs 1,700 crore, -
22%), energy (Rs- 1,247
crore to Rs 625 crore, -50 %o}
and wurban. development

“(Rs 945 crore to RS 615
crore, -35%). . .

The Chief Minister, how-
ever,  fold this colummnist
that there will be no nega-
tive impact on his resolve to
enhance. expenditure on-
development works which
will be visible in the revised
‘estimates by the end of the
-2023-24 financial year.

. Experts
‘Himachal. has embarked
\Ipon resource mobilisation

tonegate the impact of debt .

liabilities which must be
brought under control oth-
. erwise fiscal deficit will
keep on swelling, thereby
affecting the capital outlay:
" (Writer is o semior

journalist based in Skimia) .

-predict  that.

Apr8,2023 8:13AM



11 MoUs signed at
roadshows, but no
action on ground

AMBIKA SHARMA

'mmum NEWS SBWI.'CB .

SOLAN, APRIL 7

The invesiment proposals

obtained by .the state

through three international

roadshorws in 2019 are yet to

see the light of the day. -
Theformer BIP gova'nment

roadshows in Ger-

organised.

many, ﬂleNe'theﬂands andthe

UAE in 2019 where 11 memo-
understanding

the light of the day even after
overﬂneeyems

- The roadshows aimeéd at

roping in mtemahom
investors and generating

employment. A significant .

sum of money was.spent on
“holding those roadshows.
The MoUs- signed in 2019.
with a proposed cgpital cost
of Ra 100 crore during inter-

active meetings at Chandi--

garh have not become oper-
ational till now, . Two
meefings were held with

the prospectwe investors at .

Chandigarh in September
2021 and March 2022. .
Slxteen projects, involv-
ing over. Rs 100-crore
investment, were signed.
The prr.)Jects, supposed to
be set up in the Baddi-
Barotiwala- Nalagarh (BBN)
industrial  cluster, . Kala

.

e E G TR e

- ¥2,200CR| INVESTMEN[

- =The former BJP govern- -

men’t organised three
roadshowsin Germany,
the Netherlands and the

" "UAE in 2019

411 memorandumsof
. understanding (MoUs)
were signed during those

roadshows involving Rs .

- 2,200-crore investmerit

- Nohe of thé proposaishias = ™~
__seenthelight ofthe day

even after overthree years
Amb Paonta Salnb and
Shimle, were expected to
genierate 11,450 Jobs

- Some projects are in the
pipeline, while some parties
have expressed theirinabil-
ity to go ahead with the pro-

" posed projects. Around Rs

2,957 crore was planned to

be invested in those 16 proj-
ects, including a film eity,

pnvate industrial parks,
hospitals, paper mills and
units

revealed during a Vidhan Sab- -
" ha reply to a question posed

btharampmMAChander

Shekhar.Ananalys:softhe_

“investment promised” and

'what has- actually materi-

alised reveals that more need-
ed to be done to attract invest-
menttothestate.

A aa 0 Mmaarecs

- am tm = -_..a_.._-......-.._u‘- .

; ‘manufacturing.
ethanol and auto parts, etc. -

Police officials with the recovered motorcycles at ParWanoo e

Juvenile kingpin of !
bike thieves nabbed:

‘ TREUNENBWB SERvICH .

e

somm,umw )
In a mrajor crackdown . on
mter-state bike thieves, the
Parwanoo pohcehavearrest-
ed.a 1T-yearold kingpin,
who was headmg &, gang,
from Hoshiarpur. The police
- have alsc recovered 10 bikes.
in the'last three days.
This was the third major
erackdown on bike thieves in

the recent days. Asmanyaa-‘

15 bikes havé been recovered-
smcemld—March

Further, 1t seemsthat fear
has set in among the bike
‘thieves. A’ stolen kae .was
foimd parked in the Parwanoo

:pollcestatlonlaste‘rerljng A
few other stolen bikes have

also been found abandoned
ihand around Parwenoo afber
the crackdown.
'IhEpohcerecelved at least
five complaints of bike thefts
on March 31, following which
eight miscreants of the gang
were rounded up in the last

week. They are . mmantg‘
from UP-Bihat, Punjab and’i
Uttaralhand, with a majority !

! ofthembmngjuvemles

Parwanoo DSP Pranav, :
Chauhansmdthenuscmants v
d:séluedthatﬂieyhadstolm'
15 bikes from I-Inmach,al.I
region, primarily Parwanoo,.,
Solan, Baddi and Rajgarh. ;.
The police have recovered all -
these bikes — eight Royal .
Enfield, five Bajaj Pulsar and.
two - Splendor. . They con--
fessedfnhavestolen atleast..
20 bikes in Chandigarh as -
well,addedtheDSP S

Their modus gperandi was -
to break open the locks of

‘bikes arid then switch on the

bike by making the electric :

,connections of the engines:

direct. They conducted these™
thefis during night and used’,
to sell the bikes further after |

. using them for some tite,

Thepresence of CCTV cam- -

. erasfamngtheroadsreport-
-edly played a major rolem

= g moar

identifying this gang.
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Courts maugurated at Dehra Nurpur

"I‘mnuma Rnponmns

DRARAMSAIA/NII‘K‘FUR,APHE?
‘Acting ‘Chief Justice of the

Himachal' Pradesh High | {fiost
Court Justice Ssbina inau- | §

gurated the Additional Dis-.

trict and BSessions Courts
(ADSC)at Nurpur and Dehra
in Kangra d1stnct1;oday

Justice - Sabina  said  the -

establishment of the District
.and Sessions Court-at Dehra
would help the people of the

reglongetspeedynusuce She.

added that eircuit courts of
Additional District and Ses
siong Judges were bel.ng
established at the subdivi-
s;onleveltupmwdejusuoeto
the people near their homes.
Presldlng over the inau-
gu:fal ceremony at Nurpur,

Acting Chief J stice of Himachal High Court Justice Sabma
mauguratﬁ the Addmona'l District and Sessmns Courtat Dehra.

she said that with t.he open—
ing of the court at Nurpur,

the people of’ 221 gram pan- -

chayats of Nurpur, Indora,
Jawali and Fatehput subdi-
visions would benefit.

_She under]j.ned 'the‘neéd,

: for coordmatwn between,

the 1ud1c1a1 magistrates

and lawyers practising in -
the courts for providing .
speedy justice to the peo-
~ ple. “The. HC is making
efforts'to gn‘sure de]ivery,

of speedy and affordable
justice to the people and
effective steps are being
taken to make the judicial
gystem more accessible fo
the pubhc,” she said.
Justice Vivek Singh
Thakur, Administrative -
Judge of the Himachal

" High Court, exhorted the

lawyers to be honest to-
-their profession, clients
‘and ihe courts so.that the

- real objectiveof the Judlcml

_ system could be achieved. -’
. Chief Justice's OSD and
' Semor District and Ses-
sions Judge Chirag Bhanu,
HC  Registrar Geheral
Arvind Malhotrs and Kan-
gra District and. Sessions
Judge Ajay Mehta were also
present on the occasion.

| 2nd edmon of Dharamsala Lit Fest lqcxs oft

Laur Momm
TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE
DHARAMSALA, _APR_II. 7
The second edition of the
Dharamsala Literature Fes- -
tival started at the Govern-
ment College Audiforium
here today. RS Bali, Chair-
man of the .
Pradesh Tourism Develop-
ment Corporation (HPT-
DC), inauguratedit. .
Bali lauded the efforts of
‘the Kangra district adminis-
tration in organising the fes-
tival. He announced a grant

of Rs 5 lakh for the festival .

and - said -.the government

‘would make efforts totake it .-

to the international level
Famous painter and artist
from Delhi ,Sldharth’s con-
versation. ‘with Sunaini
Guleria Sharma on {llustra-
tive narrative was higly
'pralsad Sidharth talked
about the fusion of- art in
storytelling and its impact
on literature, He said that it
was a general “viewpoint -
that Indian art forms were
limited only to religious and
splntual themes. “However,
the fact is that one can find

Himachal’

: PamterSiddharm (left) lntaamsmmSunmm Gularla Sharma.onthe

first day of the Dharamsala Literature Festml on Fridaty. PHOTO: KAMALIEET *

INDIAN ART ‘SUBDUED' DURING BRITISH ERA -

€ The fact is that onecan find cosmic and scientific
ﬂaminamiemmlanart However, thisform of indlan -
artgotwbdued during the British rufe. Sidharth, pen Fow DLl

cpsrmc and sclentlﬁcr
themes in ancient Indian

-art. This form of Indian art

got subdued during the
British rule,” he said. ' '
During . a session on
tourism, Vineet Mohil con-
versed with Mandeep and
Sanjeev Gandhi. Mohil
talked . about the develop-

ment of - the concepts of '

" tourism and positicning of-
* Himachal as fourist destina-

tion. . Sanjeev . . Gandhi
expressed concern over the
reducing footfall of tourists

in the Dharamsala area after

the Covid-19 pandemic.
Brig - BS Mehta (retd)
‘talked about his book “The-
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Burning Chaffees: A Sol-
dier’s First-Hand Account
of the 1971 War” in conver-
sation. with  Hardeep
Chandpu.n on the topic
“When love and hate col-
lld,e” Chaffees were the
tanks of the Pakistan army
that were left burning in
the baitlefield. .- ..

- “Words that Whisper”
poetry book authored by
Seéema. Sharma - was
reledsed by Kangra Deputy .
Commissioner Nipun Jin-
dal and Una Deputy Com-

"missioner Raghav Sharma.

Sahar, Nikhil Sharma and

Shivam engaged_m a con-
~ versation on “Wonderland

Calling”: A group of bikers

‘from Delhi, Punjab and

Himachal, .led by Brig

. " Navdeep Brar, took out a

rally from Dharamsala to
Bir‘to promote the festival.
The bike 'rally was. also
flagged off by RS Bali..
Former Rajya Sabha

‘member Viplove Thakur

was also present on the
occasion. Dharamsala MLA
Sudhir - Sharma presided
over the evening session.
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Fixfreight rate on basis of w cight, |

demand state fruit growers |

[TRrByNE Nws SERVICE .
\SHIMLA, APRIL? . -
While welcomimgg the govern- !
|ment's degisses. speadsting .2
ithe sale of apple and other -
Hrusts in all the markets with-
lin the state on the basis of
iweight. growers say it should
he followed upwith the intro-
duction of universal carions

ment, Craudhaty saida

Ag to the develop

QB 4FR a8 ;
- 3

;hsmepackamgg:aterialfor
iapple and fixing freight. on
Ithe per kg per km basis. - ...

pasis in the state and not by srs.” i
welghh'l'hetelescoplcm - Maintaining that the deci-
o would help the growers |

| Sargay - Chauhian, co-con-.; which. i currently used fo . ould he :

vener of the Sanyukt Kisan pack appleﬁycanbé',adill;sfﬁd . in the long Tuf, Lokender
|Manch said, “I¥'s @ decision ~ {0 Ty welghing any-  Bisht, president of the Pro
Iihtheﬂghtdirecﬁon,butit“ whe:_ebetﬂreenzz-%kgand gressive GIowers Associa-
! will have the intended impact 45.36 kg. Buyers, for obvious tion, said the governiment
! only when the use of univer- = TEASCNS, prefér  hesvier. car-:.. now needed to follow it up

: <al carton is made mandatory tons, thereby encouraging  with the implementation of |
jand the freight ‘rates are growerstopack morefruifsin _ the HP Passengers and
| determined on the per kg per the bos, said Chauhan. . Goods Taxation Act, which
‘km basis.” He added that  PawanSharma,anorcs will ensute freight rates on
without bringing in the uni- framn Theog, said,*The growers the per kg per km basis for -
‘versal carton, which ctan-  were being fleeced. By over applle,Attl‘fe-ma;nmt,f@ght-
| dsrcises both weight. and  were offering a is chiarged on the besis &f the
i grade of the fruit, the deci-  fewkilograms of frutts for free. nuriber of boxes. “The gov-
ision would be difficult to The mandated sale of fruits on ernment  should ~noW
{ implement on the ground. ihebasiscfweightwiltstopthis announce that the freight will
| Barring a few mandis, apple exploitation -and benefit the also be charged on the basis
15 usually sold on the per box growers, especially small and of weight,” he added.

Paper-;l:eék Voice samples

of 3 accused tobe taken

writing sarhples of former

OuR CORRESPONDENT HPSSC Secretary Jitender .
} } Kanwat in the presenceofa
HAMIRPUR,APRIL? . judge: It will also {ake the
The Special vestigation .voice samples  of other
Team (SIT) of the state Vigi- accused, including Jitender
lance Department investi- Kznwar and ‘the woman
gating the paper leak case senior assistant of the dis-

: ‘has reportedly secured court solved HPSSC. .-~

permission to take wvoice . Rohyl Nath, SP, Vigilance,
samples of thrée aocused said that the SIT interrogat-
The SIT has taken hand- od Kanwar for the third con-

secutive day today- -

Quake resistant buildings

CHAMBA, APRIL 7

" Peputy Commissioner DC

Rana said plans for relief
and rescue operations dur-
ing natural disasters should

be - prepared by learning.

from the past incidepts.
He said this while peaki

atasenﬂnarorgaﬁSedét'the'
local Bachat Bhaven to com- -

mernorate the 118th anniver-
sary of the Kangra earth-

AnrR.2023 R:13AM

neededin Chamba:DC

quake that occurred in 1905.
" Rana spoke gbout the sig-
nifiéant loss-of life and prop-
efty during the 1805 earth-
quake. He also stressed the
need for the construction of

. buildings equipped Wwith

earth_quake-rwismmtethnol:
ogy. He urged people to com-

plyw:thﬂlepammeters setby

the Town and Country Plan-
rﬁngDeparhneht;-—OC



Body toprotect

‘ ChambaMC
- TripuNe NEWS SERVICE tobea'uufy
- - . ! - y .
ANDLAPRILT | _chll_dren spark
Progressive farmers of ¢ APRILT N
have fo‘rmally 1 C_Qn.stituted h Ofchalnba f,aken StB'pSfD
the - Farmers Producel  peautify childrﬂ\’sparkhere,
Organisation and nominat- | which will have S and
ed its five directors. They | ‘anopen = gym.ltfs estimat-

are Suresh “Rumar of edmwsta:odndﬁs%lakh--
Tholang " village, Anil | .ThESmngareaWﬁlbe cov-
Kum?lrdfmdaviﬂage,lidt— cred Wi Aificial Eress o
_bu Tshermg of Keylong,n ‘ephante the -p's_xrk‘s-ap'peaf
Rigzin Samphel” Heyr2ppa: ‘ance. 'The instailation ©
of K.waring and Meena swmgslsmmenﬂy :
K 1 of Keylong- .andthepa:l'kwﬂlbe open for
 Director Rigzin Samphel chﬁdrenmmenextferayE
Heyrappa <aid that through . MC president Neelam Nay’

‘s organisation, farmer® of ym‘,mﬂﬁ,spectedwmkoh '

valleyvﬁllbepmvided seeds,  ihe installation of sWings
;feﬂLiIiZErs, machinery, mai- -
keting as well 83 efficient

jeultural technidues: He
Sﬂld that the hasic objectlve gme ﬁumgmﬂs poar con-
of this organisation was to g ' + 1enis HEVE
increase productivits, ensble  feen demanding the installa-

and to provide fair price 10
the farmeTs fortheir.ag_r'lr -
tural- produce. This is @
farmer’s organisation which
will help them in farming-
“The state gOVEmment' R
‘thas a plan to create 1,000
such organisations acToss
{he country .80 that the
smterests of farmers can be

seasonable price for their
pro@uc_e,” he a(_lded. '

e
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_ Bammwmwmmf ONLYAFEWWEARING MASKS

e

‘e Tribune

MM&MHW&&MI&M ‘ i -~ ESPITE Chief Minister Sukhvinder Singh

~+* apivion cught to bo seeabymany, andnotjustyol? | &/'Sukhu urging peopleto wear masksin_

crowded places, only a handful of people can be

Che Tribune - seén Wearing masks at crowded places n

Shimla. Since Covid cases are rising in the -
mvites ths reders fo havotherrsay. Ploase | state, It s high time that peoplé started hkmg

, mmmrumm‘ﬁm : precautions Sl.lnlta, SHMLA

JAL SHAKTI DEPARTMENT CHARGING ‘HEFTY’ LATE FEE

- “¥"HE Jai Shakti Departmentin KuIIu is chalging 10 percent late feeonthe paynmuf biitis afterthe due

| date. A period of 1010 15 days s provided after biling to deposit the payment in cash at the counter.
The depariment does not offer online payment facility. Besides, the sole paymeint counter operates only
from 10 am to 1 pm. After the due date,a hefty late fee isimposed per month orfthe pending dues, The

govemmm should intsrvene and regulate Iatafaehemglevied bythedepamnent. Ashok, (TTTUR

NH, FUTILE EXERCISE

“ HE Banjar to Ghiyagi stretch

- The NH division of the Public
Works Department (PWD) is
filling potholes with mud. This is
a futite exercise as the mud will
be washed away after rainfall,
making the road slippery and
even more fisky for commuters,
‘The road has witnessed many

fatal accldents..The PWD.should
propetly repelr this road.
Mandeep, BANAR; KULLU

13
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‘MUD B\TCHWORK ON ‘

of the National Highway (NH} -~
305]s bemg repaired using mud.




2nd edition of
‘Dharamshala
literature. -
festival begins

DHARAMSHALA: The sécond

edition of the Dharamshala
!.iteratﬂre Festival was'
inaugurated on Friday, The.
two-day event jsbeing
organised by the district
administration. Chairman
ofHimachal Pradesh .
Tourism Development’,
Corporation (HPTDC)
Raghibir Singh Bali,
speaking on the occasion, |
appreciated the initiative -
ari] announced a grant of T5
lakh for the event. “The *
government formed under
theleadership of Chief
Minister Sukhbivinder Singh
Sukhu is making serious™
. efforts to develop tourism
- andtreate literary -
environment in thie state, he
added. Former MP and
senjor Congress leader
- Viplove Thakur was also
present. = - - ’

|
!
i
\

Sk farmers certified
- Under central scheme

in Himachal

HIMLA: Over 51,000 farmeérs

-~ practising natural

- In Himachal Pradesh have
been certified under
Prakritik Kheti Khushhal

-Kisan Yojana (PK3Y) in
2023-24, said PK3Y gtate

" Project director Naresh

Thalur during a meetin
;ﬁellq in Shimlaon <8
ursday. “Our effort in” .
2023-24 wili be that all 1.5 -
Iakh farmei*s_practxfsing ‘

. haturral f;

|
i

Acting CJ inaugurates
- additional district

and sessions court-
at Dehra”

" DHARAMSHALA: Actirig”

chief justice of Himachal

* Pradesh High Court Sabina - -

! . inauguratedthe additional

district ahd sessions court

- inDehraonFriday. The *.. |
coirt will facilitate lakhsof -

Y

The Hindustan Times  gg 4pp -

Int'l cbnfeience

begins at agri varsity

DHARAMSHALA : A two-day
annual convention _;md
national conference of the

_Indian Associationof
' .Veterinary Microbiologists;

Immunologistsand -
Specialists in Infectious

- Diseases (JAVMI) on animal

health began at CSK-
Himachal Pradésh
Agriculture University,
Palampur on Friday, Chief
giest BN Tripathi, deputy

" director general, Indian -
Council of Agricultural -

" Research(ICAR), in his

are
certified,” he added. .
.According to » study, 28 per

" ¢ent farmers hgve adopted

‘Datural farming techpi

on their own through pg:f
tp-pe_er. learning without
any training and thevefory I

“the focus of PK3Y.in this |

<consolidation of farmersg

inancial year will be . f
practising hatural farming, |

“jnaypgural address,
underlined the importance
of ammal hedith forthe

g

. pation. He discussed the
" nieed to take steps fo prevent

{ FOUR-LANING PROJECT } .

. HT Correspondent
letterschd@hindustantimes.com
BILASPUR : Union minister
Nitin Gadkari is expected to
.inangurate the four-lane road

. between Kiratpur in Punjab
and Ner Chowk in Himachal
Pradesh ‘on May 15, Union
information & broadcasting

‘. minister Anurag Thakur said
on Friday.

" tion 4t Swarghat in Himachal
Pradesh, Thakur appraised
" ‘Bhartiya Janta Party (BJP) and
said the government at the Cen-
.tre has strengthened the infra-

14
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_ Addressing a workers' func-

Gadkari likely to open
Kiratpur-Ner Chowk
| stretchonMay15 -

structure of the state. .

. The BJP: government gifte
the Bhanupali-Bilaspur railway
line to a hill state of Himachal
Pradesh and also sanctioned a
budget of 31,000 crore for it, he
added, The minister said that

-the Kiratpur-Nerchowk four-

lane js being constructed in
record time and every effort is
being made to inaugurate it on
May 15 by the Union trangport
minister. Further speaking dur-

" ing the occasion, Thakur gave'a

call to BJP party workers to
remain united, and work

towards winning the 2024 elec-

tions. h

8:13AM

" and control infectious -,

diseage which cause huge
losses to animal wealth.



According to state
-govt’s circular, the
weight |in'each box
should not exceed
24 kg in any case

-Gaurav Blsht
_ﬁu;av.busltt@h|nQiustaﬁgl'mei.cdh1 )
SHIMLA : Himachal govern-

ment's Agricultural Marketing .

Board issued a circular directing -
tﬁe ‘'sale of apples and simular
fruits to be based on the welght
.of the produce at all markets.
The board had taken a decl- ~

glon in this regard on April4and

‘the circular affecting it was
mmd]ate on Thursday évening.

1o the cereular, sell-
ers will bring appls and sirmlar
fruits to be packed in universal
camns. telescoplc cartons. and

g Huweva the weight ineach
- boxshoutd not exceed 24 kg in
'anymse
* . Earlier, there wasa tendency
amnngbbth growers and seflers
to package more than the pre-
“scribed layers of the apple to
incredse the weight of the box. -
The same was highly unfavoura- ,
ble to the growers. The seller”
shall now have to'indicate the
proper weight of the prodnce on
the carton/box with a permanent -
marker. The government has
made itmandatory to weigh the
sample box(s) in each market
yardfauction floor. The comrnis-
ston agents wiil be responsibie -
for an‘nnging a: Welghing
machine for this pirpose, .
The weighing instrunents
and such weights and measures

The Hindustan Times .+ ¢ 4e5 o

 mizst sattsfy the réquiirements as
‘prescribed under the Himachal

Pradesh Weights and Measiires

-Act, 1968; or sny other law for

the time being in force, shall be

used for weighing df measuring:
agricultural produce in a not- .
fled market area, the. circular

further stated.

Agricultural Produce Market
Committees (APMC), mean-
while;, have been given .the

responsibility to ensure an ade-

quate number of weighing
machmesmthelry‘ards

'Redressal | procm '
also In place .

In case of any di'spute with "
 regard to weight, a sub-commit- -
, tée consisting of seller, buyer,

.

comm:ssion agent and APMC’s
representative, shall weigh the
sample(s) on APMC's weighing
machine and the weight hence

- calculated shall be considered

fina] and conclusive.’
. New licences, renewal of.

licences, and allocation of space

in theyard will be subject to thie

condition that trade will be -
.undertaken only on a weig,ht

basis.

All market functionanes, g e
_for the 2020 state elections also

traders, sellers, buyers and com-
mission agents registered under
the Himachal Pradesh Agricit-
tural and Horticultural Produce

‘Marketing (Development and -
Regulation) Act, 2005, have been-

directed to follow seven-point

normsas described in the circu-.

A= ©® 20972 0,17 4 A

‘had plafined
. sal cdrtons for apples last year to
. check overpackaging after fail-

‘mmachﬂhasmndeitmmdatowmwdghmhhmmmmwmcﬂmﬂwnmm

1ar
'I‘he move also comes in the

hackdropofﬁarma'shavlngpm

- sued the government to replace

the existing telescopic cartons

.with universal cartons.

Notably, the state government
to introdisce univer-

Ing to enforce uniform packag-

- Ingstandards.

Congress hadin its manifesto

assured the fruit growers of a
mechanism where ttiey shall be

-able to fix the price for the fruits
andoﬂmprcduce

Kisan Morcha

welcomes move

(s”

W elght not box size, to decide
price of Hlmachal apples ’

lits

Welcoming l:he lamst move, Pro-
gressive Growers Assoclation
(PGA) president Lokinder Singh.
Bisht said; “The fruit associa-}
tions have guardedly welcomed:
the government’s first move. The,
state government within four;
months of coming into power}
has taken the policy decision to+

| make the sale of apples and'

other fruits by weight, thie step is i
welcomed by all fruit-growers ;

. and we are thankful to the gov-

ernment.” .
“However, we expecttl e gov-

" ernment to keep up the m;

L -mmbyimplemenung ePas

! senge:randGoods
& -.actualbeneﬁtofﬂlebywqghﬂs,,

Act.

realised by the growers,” lge

. quicktoadd..-

Convenor of the Sanyukt
Kisan Manch Sanjay Chauhan,
meanwhile, said the govemment
must also fix the minimuin sup-
port price (MSF) for apple and
other. crops, fix the prices for
apple procured by CA stores of
Adaniand other mrpomﬁ: com-
panies,

The Kisan Manch is é. £0n-
glomerate of 34 different fruit
and vegetable growers assacia-

. tions that had been at the fore-

front of the agitation against the
exploitatlon of the state’ s fruit

Apple growing regions, wluch

comprise around 17 assembly

. segmeiits in Kinnaur, Kullu,

Mandi and Shimla, have played a
significant role In drawing the
political contours of Himachal
Pradesh.

Apple contributes t dround
13.5%of the state’s gross domes-
tic product in Himachal Pradesh,
which baasis of a 6,000 crore

_economy.



Times of India g apa 2m3

“Times News NETWoRRK :

lo: Chief, minister

-Gukhvinder Singh Sukhu sa-
id on Friday that the new
-Ashraya Bill would be-
pefit deprived snd needy
children, and improve the qui-
alityof theirlives: .
. gukhu claimed soon after

holdingthereins.qf_ thestate,.

the govérnment had taken
significant Steps 0 address
thislong-neglecmdissue.

- The state government
g ‘started Sukh-Ashraya
Sahsdyta Kosh Yojans,; which
he.sald hasnow been glvena
legalshape duringtherecent
budget sessio gfter the-as-

ld make the destitutie child-
ren the responsibility of the
stal y ent, Sukhu sa-
jd that 6,000 kldsmHimnchal

kids of the state

He gaid 4he hill aims at
providing food, shelter, pro-

percmeandprdtectioqto :

‘orphans, semi-orphans and

- specially abled o .
along with highet: education, !
vocational training, gkill de- i
velopmentandooaching faci- :
Hﬁe&.’l‘he_sta}:ewouldlookaf- :
ter them till the age of 27ve !

Other provisions include
anopportunityfor annualex-

uré visits within and out-’

side the state, 0penine of re-
curring deposit %ci%quﬂts fog

establish their own Start-ups.
* The bill also has & provision

for 3 biswa jand allotment

. .and houging grants o land-

less orphanS,hg'ﬁdded.
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Kalla: The condition of Hi-
machal Pradesh’s health de-

partmentisnot quite healthy, -

-at least when it comes to
workiorce. A health mini-
siry’s report has mentioned
severestatf crunch, whilethe

hill state's total population

-was projected to have crossed
741akh by mid-2022,

) ewmnﬁmgmﬁﬁmﬁmﬁmﬂnm
for the year 202122 suggest

" staff shortage to be worst in
sub-centres (SCs), primary
health centres (PHCs). and

community health centres ..
{CHCs)~-~thebackbone of the-

rural healthéare - system.
Against’ a requirement of
6,181 medical professionals
such asdoctors; surgeons, pa-

ediatricians, gynaecologists, .

radiologists, nurses and aux-

iliary - nurse midwife-

(ANMBS), the state is short of
8,246 of them at these places.

. 'The state has 98 CHCs,
each serving a population of

maore than 71,000, But mmmwhmn .

a requirement of 376 specia-
lists Ewn_- as surgeons, paedi-
_airi¢igns,  gynaecologists,
mﬂn@mgm thgsecentres

,}i
%

\-.

ia \ "
ﬁ,hl A

es of ind

Fim

H.w.mm | ANMs

354 | Specialists
" 128! Pharmacists .
57 | Radiograghers )

[ _3.. w:u nE

.g...; 5 -

PHCs

_make do with only 18, leaving
them short of 854, which. in-
cludes 81 surgeons, 92 paedi-
atricians, 80 physicians, and
91 gynaecologists. For a CHC
of 30 beds, the Indian Public
Healih Standards (IPHS) gui-

. delines recommend an essen-
tial manpower of 46, inclu-

339 |82 b
245 |114 | B
18 |43 |7 |7
178 {46 |5 7
183 |32 |2 5
{148 a6 |6 . {5 -
138 |24 |8 |s
f124 {31 |8 . [3 .-
1% |23 |5 4
135 125 (4 1

Spiti [35 |17 |3 0

" vere and the PHCs require
doctors. The report mentions
ashortagéof 52doctorsinthe -
'PHCs, since against & requi-

" rement of 553, only 501 arede-
ployed. The report also talks
of ashorifall of 13 doctorsin
the PHCs of tribal areas.
Even the district and sub-di-

mEmmEo%EmE&oBBw 4
-gpecialists, and -10 nurses,.
while out of 93 CHCs, only
one has minimum 4 specia-
lists and only 16 have 30 beds.
Only 51 &mcm?bangﬂx H.mw

The mrouﬁmm om radiog-
.uwvwmmeEmomomEEmOmm.

visional hospitals need pro-
fessionals, Against 283 sanc-
posts, the district ho-
spitals have 274 dbetors, whi-
sub-divisional
hospitals have 764 doctors
againat 984 sanctioned posts.

The state health department
isalsolookingfor ANMs, nur-

-tioned

le

the

ses, pharmacists, and labora-
tory technicians to tide over
the shortage of 1,368 ANMs
(female), 757nurses, 128 phar-
macists, and 530 laboratory

analysts intheSCsand PHCs. .

The state has added to its

* countof SCs, PHCsand CHCs

for uugunEnSEvouEw
tion coverage of these cent-
res within the health mini-
stry’s norms. The state had
2,760 healthcare centres in

2022, which included 2114

8Cs, 553 PHCs, and 93 5Cs. Ho-
wever,'not all function from
their own buildings. Most of

those lack proper infrastrue-

ture. More than 456 SCs and

"“. 78 PHCs still run from the

other government buildings

orrented premises.

Confronted, director _pm
alth services Dr Gopal Berry

claimed that efforts were on.
1o fill the vacancies. He said:

“We are aware of a shortage

‘of staff in the health centres.

Asfarasthe infrastructureis
concerned, we are identify-
ingland for thehealth centres
that run from the other go-
vernment -or private buil-
dingscurrently” .

According to the umuoﬁ.
thestatehasseendriseinthe :
number of SCs, PHCs and
CHCs making the total popu-
lation coverage of thesecent- :
res within the health mini- i
‘siry’snorms. There wereato- -
tal 2760 health carecentresin |

‘Himachal in 2022 including

2114 SCs, 553 PHCs and 93 8Cs.
However, not all function
from their own buildings and
lack proper infrastructure.
There are over 456 SCs and 78

. PHCs which still don’t have
_-their own buildings and are

presently functioning from
other government buildings
or from rented premises.

~ When contacted, Dr Gopal
Berry, Director, Health Servi-

. ces, said that efforts were on

tofillthe vacancies. “Thereis
a shortage of staff in the he-
alth centres and we are wor-
king onfillingall the vacanci-
es. As far as the infrastrugin-

- relsconcerned, weareidenti-

fying' land to construct
buildings for our health cent-
res, currently being runfrom
other government buildings
crfromprivatepremises,” sa-
idDrBerry.
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Nerchowk
highway t0
open in May

. Times News NETWORK

H
i
H
3
1

~Nepal pllot
mjured in
paraghdmg

Ruliu: Union ministerand . eventin HP :

| ullu: A pilot suffered mi- ¥

Hamirpur MP Ajurag Tha- 4
¥ur said on Friday that Ki-

ratpur-Nerchowk . national i

hlghwayls]ﬂ{elytobEmﬂu'

of May, -

Tk, who visited Bila-

spir on Friday to check the

ongoing work of the four- 18- -

ning of the highway said

that union ‘inister ter Nitin

Gadkari would inaugnrate: |
it ¢ 'Roadsm-eﬂlelifelm‘f.

Hismiachgl . Pradesh. This.

mghwaywﬂlcutthetraveltl-

meandm]lbebeneﬁcmlto:

‘We are hoping to open it
aférlu:ﬂicbv second week

ofMay”saldThakurwhoal' '

5o visited one of. the road
tunnels on thehighway:

The work on MandiTa-
kohsectlonmstﬂlunderww :

nor injuries while landing |

{ Guringtheongoing paragli

ding-preworld cup 'in Bir §

glider suddenly stopped
functioning during lav- &
ding, said a-local official. :
She had suffered minor in- :
juries in her jaw and knees
and was jmmediately. xus: .
hed to a nearby hospital,
andwaslaterdlfggﬂrgt‘-dﬂf
ctorsired

terl(i)t;er 100 ‘pilots el
dingfrom fgrelgn countries
are taking part in the fVe,
cup that started in Bir Bﬂ'
hngon Wednesday. THN

Himachal facing shortage of vaccines

aced with increase in Covid-19 cases and a severe shortage of
vaccines, the Himachal Pradesh government has flagged the

issuewiti the Centre.During central health minister MansukhL
Mandaviya’s virtual meeting on Friday with state health :
ministers about Cowd preparedness, Hinachal health minister
Dhani Ram Shandjl apprised him of the nbn-availability of
anti-Covid-19vaccinesinthe state a_nd requested the Centreto
ensure vaccine supply so that precautionary dosescanbe

administered to the people.
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Kiratpur-Ner
Bilaspur: Uﬁion‘n.ﬁ.l;iétﬁ Nitin
i is expected to inaugu-

. Chowk i Himachal Pradeshon
May 15, Union Information &
Broadcasting Minister Anurag’
Thalur said on Friday. :
Addr_&ﬁsing‘awotkﬂs' func-
ﬁonatsvmgtﬁt.mamrsaidﬁnt

‘jfatetl-ne_ﬁour—lanemadbet.,we?ﬂ »
Kiratpur in Punjab and Ner *

08 APR 2023

Nitin Gadkari likely to inaugurate

Chowk road on May 15

the Modi government at the  effortisheingmade s to nauguiate
e Thaargavea dar ot

eathein- - itoniay I5byLinion

Nitin Ga{kao, he:

. He said that the Kiratpur- elections to make NarendraModi
Nerchowk four-laneis being con- . as Prime Minister for the third
structed inrecord time and every timeinsuccession., PTl
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