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TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

SHIMLA, MARGH 26
,-Chief Minister Sukhvinder
Smgh Sukhu today accused
‘the BJP of indulging n
Jwrse trading and said that
people would teach the par-
tya lesson on June 1 for
“introducing the politics of
|- “Ayaa-Ram Gaya Ram” in
" Himachal.
. Talking to media persons
“on the oceasion of his 60th
‘birthday today, Sukhu said
ﬁhe politics of ‘Aya Ram-
,Gaya. Ram was alien to
Hlmachal put the credit for

The Tribun@ 3 ;5
BJP resorting to unfalr means to grab power: CM

CM Sukhvinder Sukhu
celebrates birthday in Shimla.

bringing this wrong culture

1
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in Himachal went to BJP “Tt
is more than evident that
the BJP enticed the six Con-
gress MLAs and the people
of Himachal who do not rel-
ish such polifics will teach
them a lesson on June 1in
the by-polls,” he said. He
urged the Opposition to not
murder democracy in
Himachal as was evident by
the manner in which the six
Congress rebels have been
kept out of the state. '
He lamented that the BJE,
which failed to get power
through hallot, was now
resorting to unfair means to

7:41AM

get grab power and bring f

about the fall of the Con- £

gress regime who had been *
given mandate by the pe
Sukhu said today on his
birthday his ‘commitment
was to make Himachal self-
reliant and most prosperous
state of the country by 2027,
Meanwhile, a large num-
ber of people, including
Vidhan Sabha Speaker
Kuldeep Pathania, minis-
ters, MLAs, Congress office
bearers, party workers and
officers turned up at Oak
Over, the official residence
of the CM, to greet him.

?’
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Race for Cong ticket from Gagret

hots up after BJP fie

RaJESH SHARMA

UNA, MARCH 26 _

The race for ticket among
Congress leaders for the
Gagret Assembly seatinUna
district has intensified after
the BJP fielded disqualified
MLA Chaitanya Sharma for
the fortheoming byelection.

Chaitnaya along with five .

other disqualified Congress
MLAs had joined the BJP in
New Delhi recently.

Former minister Kuldip
Kumar and former Gagret
MLA Rakesh Kalia have
staked claim to the Gagret
ticket. Both have represent-
ed the segment in the past.

Gagret, one of the five
Assembly segments in
Una district, was reserved
for Scheduled Castes can-
didate till the 2012 elec-
tions and Kuldip Kumar
had won the seat for three
consecutive time in 1993,
1998 and 2003. However,
his arch rival BJP’s Balbir
Chaudhary wrested the
Gagret seat from him in
the 2007 elections.

The ‘delimitation’ exer-
cise was conducted in
Himachal Pradesh before
the 2012 Assembly elections,
after which Gagret was noti-
fied as an ‘open’ seat while
the adjoining constituency
of Chintpurni was notified

RAKESHKALIA  CHATTANYASHARMA

KULDIP KUMAR .
FORMER Mt As IN RECKONING

¥ Bormer minister Kuldip sitiing Chintpumi MLAfrom
Kumar and former Gagret 2007 10 2012, contested the
MLA Rakesh Kalia have - 2012 elections from Gagret
staked claim to the Gagret and won by amargin of 4,807
ticket. Both haverepresent- | votes against Sushil Katia
edthesegmentinthe past wnthe 2017 Assembly elec-

& Kuidip Kumar had won the tions, the BiP fielded Rajesh
seat for three consecutive | Thalwr, who defeated Rakesh
timein1993, 1998an_c12003 Kalia by over 15,000 votes

& However, Kuld;psarch mval  ® Former MLA Rakesh Kalla, who |
BIP'sBaIb:rChaudhaw hadjoinedthe BIPin 2022,
wrested the Gagret seatfrom | quitthe partywhen Congress
himin thé 2007 elections rebel Chaftnaya Shatma joined

¥ Rakesh Kalia, whowasthe -

as ‘reserved for SC candi-
date’. Kuldip: Kumar and
Balbir Chaudhary switched
over from Gagret to Chint-
purni during the 2012 elec-
tions, leaving the Gagret
pitch for Rakesh Kalia of
the Congress and Sushil
Kalia of the BRJP,

Rakesh Kalia, who was
the sitting Chintpurni MLA
from 2007 to 2012, contested
the 2012 elections from
Gagret and won by a mar-
gin of 4,897 votes against

Sushil Kalia. In the 2017
Assembly elections, the
BJP fielded Rajesh Thakur,
who defeated Rakesh Kalia
by over 15,000 votes.

After the 2017 elections,
Chaitanya entered the polit-
ical stage in Gagret. He
began with social service
ventures, including finan-
cial assistance to people in
need of health care, educa-
tion of children and the like.
He won the zila parishad

seat from Gagret with the
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ds Chaitanya

biggest ever margin in the
history of Himachal
Pradesh, leading to staking
his cldim for the Gagret
Assembly ticket from either
the BJP or the Congress.

Chaitanya got the Congress
nod for the 2022 elections
and Rakesh Kalia joined the
BJP to campaign in favour of
Rajesh Thakur However,
Chaitanya Sharma won the
seat, defeating Rajesh
Thakur by 12,685 votes and
became the youngest MLA in
the history of the state.

After Chaitanya joined the

-BJP on Saturday, Rakesh

Kalia resigned from the BJP
in the hope of securing a
Congress ticket on the seg-
ment that he had represent-
ed once from 2012 to 2017.
Kuldeep Kumar, too, has ini-
tiated public meetings in the
hope of winning favour with
the party high command for
the Gagret ticket.

Kalia had been a camp-
mate of Vidya Stokes, while
Kuldip Kumar had proxim-
ity to the Virbhadra camp
and both are expected to
play their cards, though the
Congress could bank on a
new face to counter Chai-
tanya. How the traditional
party cadre behaves in the
wake of the BJP fielding

Chaitanya from Gagret is~

vet to be seen.
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BJP ticket hopefuls upset as
partybrass fields 6 Cong rebels

()
*PraTiEHA CHAUHAN
_"%‘n'usunz NEWS SERVICE
snmm, MARCH 26
 Angry BJP workers and
'],eaders today resigned in
;‘otest against the decision
Bf the party to give ticket fo
six Congress rebels, who
‘had joined the party recent-
1y, to fight the byelections in
iheir constituencies.
‘BJP leaders and ticket
hopefuls, who had unsuccess-
fully contested the 2022
Agsembly poll, were appre-
Hensive that the party would
field the six disqualified Con-
-gress MLAs but thelist of can-
didates confirmed their worst
" fears. The block BJP unit of
“Lahaul and Spiti resigned en
- :mass and announced support
1o Dr Ram Lal Markanda.
"The BJP today announced
tlcket for Sudhir Sharma
(Dharamsala) Rajinder
Rana (Sujanpur), Ravi
‘Thakur {Lahaul-Spiti), Inder
Dutt Lakhanpal (Barsar),
Chaijtnaya Sharma (Gagret)
., and Davinder Bhutto (Kutle-
har} for the six Assembly
byelections. All six were dis-
qualified under the Anti-

Vs
Vlrender Kanwar skipped a
function organised to welcome
Davinder Bhutto in Kutiehar in
the presence of former Chief
[ Minister Jai Ram Thakur

minister, is enraged at the BJP for
inducting Independent MLA
Hoshivar Singh and giving him
ticket from Dehra seat

Rajesh Thakur has been Ram Lal Markanda's
campaigning in the Gagret supporters and the LahaukSpiti
segment since February 29 when | BIP unit resigned en masse in his
the Vidhan Sabha Speaker support after the party fielded
disqualified six Congress rebets Congress rebel Ravi Thakur’ |
Defection law for defyingthe  Assembly segments. Senior

party whip during the cut
motion and passing of the
Budget in the Assembly on
February 27 and 28,

Fearing dissent, the BJP
ceniral leadership had
entrusted the task of placat-
ing and taking along
“unhappy”’ party leaders
and cadres in the six

party leaders, including
Leader of the Opposition
Jai Ram Thakur, state BJP
president Rajeev Bindal,
MILAs Randhir Sharma and
Bikram Singh accompanied
the candidates as they visit-
ed their Assembly seg-
ments after almost a month.

There was speculation that

the BJP may not give ficket
to all six Congress rebels,
who had joined the party on
March 23, but it decided oth-
erwise. The party top leader-
ship anticipated rebellion
from leaders like former
minister Virender Kanwar
{Kutlehar) and Rajesh
Thakur (Gagret) and direct-
ed the state leaders to han-
dle the obtaining crisis.

_ The revolt by party leaders
against the decision to field all
six - Congress rebels -could
damage their electoral
prospects. Viernder Kanwar
and Rajesh Thakur have been
campaigning right since Feb-
ruary 29 when the Vidhan
Sabha Speaker disqualified
the six rebels.

Former MLA Rakesh
Kalia, who had joined the
BJP in 2022, quit the party
when Congress rebel Chait-
naya Sharma joined the
BJP last week. Kalia had
quit the Congress after he
was denied ticket to fight
the last Assembly elections.

Former minister Ramesh
Dhawala has also expressed
his angst on being denied
entry into the Dehra (Kan-
gra) Block BJP office for
holding a party meeting. He
is enraged at the induction
of Independent MLA Hoshi-
yar Singh into the BJP.

3
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BJP battles dissentin
Dehra, Dharamsala

Ex-Speaker Vipin
Larrr Monan

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

DEARAMSALA, MARCH 26
Dissidence is . brewing in
Dharamsala and Dehra
Aswmblyconsﬁmenciesaﬂer
the BJP nominated former
C'ongress MLA Sudhir Shar-
ma from Dharamsala and wel-
comed independent MLA in
Dehra Hoshiar  Singh in-
Dehra assembly constituency

“tpday, Hoshiar Singh has also

joined BIP and resigned from
Himachal assembly. :

The BJP deputed former
Speaker of Himachal Vidhan
Sahha and BJP MLA from
Sullah, Vipin Singh Parmar,
today to placate the dissi-
dence. He managed to bring
all BIP leaders from Dharam-
sala on board, expect Kangra
MP Kishan Kapoor, sources
‘told The Tribune. -

The sources also said that the
state president of party Rajiv
Bindal is expected fo visit
Dharamsala Assembly con-
stituency on March 28 to wel-
come Sudhir Sharmainto party.

Kishan Kapoor, the outgo-
ing Kangra MB, who i$ alsoa
CGaddi leader, is said to be
unhappy over Sudhir Shar-
ma being made BJP candi-
date from Dharamsala. When
contacted by The Tribune,
Kishan Kapoor said that he
was talking to his supporters
in Dharamsala and would
take decision over future
course of action after taking
them info confidence.

27

Partnar called to p!
B o

_ BEING IMPORTED
€6 |wastalkingto my
supporters and would -
take a decision over
futuire course of action
after taking them into
confidence. ftwas
ynfortunate that
{eaders from Congress
viere being imported
into party as ifthere
was dearth of leaders in
. party, Kishan Kapoor, s e

Kapoor, however, said that it
was unfortunate that leaders
from Congress were being
imported into party asifthere
was dearth of leaders in party.
There were many leaders in
party who have given their
life to party.

In Dehra today, indepénd-
ent MLA, Hoshiar Singh was
welcomed by former minister
and BJP MLA from Jaswan
Pragpur, Bikram Thakur. A
large rally was organiged in

4
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acate dissidents

Dehta to welcome Hoshiar
Singh. However, former min-
ister, Ramesh Dhawala was
not present in the rally to wel-
come Hoshiar Singh. Ramesh
Dhawala had contested the
Assembly elections from
Dehra on BJP ticket in 2022
but had lost to Hoshiar Singh
who had ‘contested as inde-
pendent. He is said to be
unhappy over inclusion of
Hoshiar Singh into BJE
Besides {_Dhawala,- many
local BJP leaders considered
cose to BIPMP from Hamir-
pur, Anurag Thakur were
absent from the meeting.
Hoshiar Singhhad joined the
BIP eattier also before the last
Assembly electionsin2022. He,
however, resigned from party
after being denied-the ticket.
He contested as independent
and won the elections.
_ Bikrarn ‘Thakur, while
addressing the rally today, was
all praise for Floshiar Singh,
He said it weds the duty of par-
ty workers from Dehra to
ensure Hoshiar Singh’s victe-
1y, Healso said that Chief Min-
ister - Sukhvinder .Singh
Sukhu demeaned his own par-
ty MLAs and independent
MLAs due to which they left
the membership of house and
joinedﬂleBJ'E'IheB.TPwould
give respect to MLAs who
have joined the party as they
have fought for their self-
respect and for their con-
stituencies even at the cost of
their membership, he said.
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Rebellion in HP BJP ex-minister quits
after 6 Congrebels picked for bypolls

PrariBHA CHAUHAN

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

SHIMLA, MARCH 26 )
A former BJP minister in
Himachal today resigned as
rebellion erupted in the party
rank and file after the top
leadership fielded all six dis-
qualified Congress legisla-
tors for the June 1 Assembly

Lahaul unitresigns;
Mandiex-MP upset over
Kanganas candidature

byelections. The moment
the BJP’s list of candidates
for the Assembly byelections
was released today, party

leaders vented anger against
the move fo field the six Con-
gress rebels who had recent-
ly joined the saffron party.
Arnticipating such areaction,
the party top brass had deput-
ed senior leaders o accompa-
ny the six nominees — Sud-
hir Sharma {Dharamsala),
CONTINUED ON PAGE B

Rebellion in HP BJP, ex-minister qu1ts -éfter 6..

ii Sujanpuy), Markandaannounced his deci-  Sharmahad to face thewrath  pleasure over the candida-
323‘1;1 d’?‘llnxakLRu'aI—la(I..a(hau;l-Sgiﬁg, sion to quit, saying he would  of party workers as'he accam- “ture of actress‘ 'Kangana
Inder Dutt Lakhanpal (Barsar), contest the bypoll as an Inde-  panied bypoll candidate Chai- ~ Ranaut from Mandi Lok Sab-
Chaitanya Sharma (Gagret)  pendent or on some other par- tanaya Sharm_a.. In Eufichar, ha sea:c. It appears that the
and Devender Bhutto Kutle-  ty ticket. He made this former BJPmmsterVweqder BJP will have to labour hard
har)— to their segments. announcemerit at a meeting  Kanwar skipped the fupcuon, o 'quell such rgbemon

The BJP leaders who had  where the Lahaul unit of the  where former CM Jai Ram against the move to pick
unsuccessfully contested the BJP resigned from the party.- Thaloir was present to wel-  rebel (;ongress leaders, who
2022 Assembly polls were furi- Similar. scenes were wit- come Devender Bhutto. had swm:hed over gfter Cross-
ous with the party’s decision.  nessedatGagretinUna,where - Former Mandi MP Mahesh- voting in the Rajya Sabha
Former BIP minister Ram Lal ~ Naina Devi MLA Randhir warSingh also voiced his dis- elections on February 27.

Cracksin Nalagarh BJPIaﬂer KL Thakur inducted into party !

AMBIKA SHARMA

TRiHYNE NEWS SERVICE

SOLAN, MARCH 26

A piguant situation has
arisen in BJP's Nalagarh
mzndal where the parly
workers owing allegiance to
former MLA Lakhwinder
Rana have failed to accept
K1, Thakur's induction into

the party fold after the Iat--

ter rebelled and contested

as an Independeht in the
2022 Vidhan Sabha poll.
Party’s official nominee
Lakhwinder Rana had suf-
fered a humiliating defeat by
remaining at the third posi-
tion after the Congress can-
didate whiie Thalur had
won the seat as an Indepen-
dent. Rana, who was a sitting
Congress MLA, had joined
the BJP days wecks hefore

the Assembly election.
Though Rana was earlier,
t00,.a BJP leader but he had
switched sides after being
denied a party ticket in 2005.

Inabidto quell dissidence,a
special meeting of BJP's
Nalagarh mandal was organ-
ised under the chairmanship
of MAndal president Manchar
Thakur at Nalagarh today.
Rana while expressing his

5
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resentment at the entry of
Thakur stated that the work-
ers who stood with the organ-
igation in every situation hold-
ing it supreme, have been let

~dovm. They had not sided

with those who had left the
party in opportunism in 2022.
These loyal workers were now
feeling ignored and belittled
in the current scenario.

The party workers also

expressed their pain in the .
presence of staie BJP presi-
dent Dr Rajeev Bindal and
asked fate of the party lead-
ers in such a situation.

Dr Bindal, who had con-
vened the meeting to strike al
balance between the suppors-
ers of Thakur and Rana, said
Rana was a senior leader of |
the party and special care wil
he taken of his honour.
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CongmayperéuadePraﬁbhatotakeonKangana

SuBHASH RAJTA

TRIBUNE NEWS SEBVICE

SHIMLA, MARCH 26

It could be Kangna Ranaut
vs Pratibha Singh in the
Mandi Parliamentary con-
stituency if the Congress
manages to persuade the lat-
ter to reconsider her deci-
sion to not contest. Pratibha
Singh, who is the state Con-
gress president and sitting
MP from Mandi Parliamen-
tary constituency, had
refused to contest a few days
back, citing discouraged
workers and her duty as the

party president to help other:

Cong coordination
committee meeting in
Chandigarh today

candidates win as the rea-
sons for her refusal.

Now, the speculation is
rife that she hag been agked
to reconsider her decision.
“There’s a meeting of the
coordination committee in
Chandigarh tomorrow in
which top state leaders and
AICC party in-charge

‘Rajeev Shukla is likely to

participate. We will know

after the meeting whether
or not the party president
has changed her mind on
contesting the election,”
said a party leader.

What gives further impetus
to the possible Pratibha-
Kangna contest from Mandi
Parliamentary constituency is
the state party chief's mel-
lowed stance on contesting
the elections. “Whenever the
party high command has
asked me to contest the elec-
tions, | have never backed out.
As for this election, I have
apprised the party high com-
mand of my decision. Whatev-

er the high command decides,
Iwill followit,” shetold a news
agency on Monday.

Pratibha Singh had won the
seat thrice, including in the
9021 bypoll. Her family has
strong influence in the
Assembly segments of Rarn-
pur (Shimla), Bharmour
{Chamba), Kinnaur and
Lahaul-Spiti, which form part
of the Mandi Lok Sabha seat.

Meanwhile, her son and
PWD Minister Vikrama- #°
ditya Singh praised Kan-
gana as an actor but said.
fulltime politics was an alto-
gether different cup of tea.

\ .
‘People of Mandihurtby
Congleader’s Insta post

" politician  is  con-

GaURAV KANTHWAL

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

MOHALI, MARCH 26 .
Kangana Ranaut, BIP candi-
date from the Mandi Lok Sab-
ha seat, today said that the
derogatory tweet by a woman
Congress leader had §
hurt the sentiments
of the people of Man-
di. “Any derogalory
word about a wornan,
be it a teaches
actress, journalist or-

dernnable. The dignity of a
woman should always be main-
tained, especially when Mandi

Kangana, while talking to
mediapérsons at the Shaheed
Bhagat Bingh Intemaﬁona]

_ Airport, Chandigarh, on her

way to New Delhi from Man-
di, the 37-year-old actor said

that she was a disciplined

- party worker and BJP presi-

dent JP Nadda had called hef
to the national capital for fur-
ther course of action. .

The actor was named the
RJIP candidate from Mandion

' .al Commiission for
.+ Women (NCW) has
written to the Elec
tion Commission of
1 India to take strict

action against the
a5 | Congress and its

leader Supriya Shrinate over

her alleged  derogatory
remarks against Kangana.
Meanwhile, Shrinate has

" denied her involyement in

the derogatory post on
Instagram. She claimed
that somebody, who had
access to.her account, had
posted the remark.

6
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Asha Kumart's name
proposed for Cong
ticket from Kangra

TrIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

DHARAMSALA, MARCH 26

The name of former minis-
ter Asha Kumari was pro-
posed for the Congress tick-
el from the  Kangra

‘parliamentary constituency

at a meeting chaired by
Agriculture Minister Chan-
der Kumar heré today. -

" “The BJP is compromising
with democracy in the coun-
try” alleged the minister

bonds. The BJP used the
Enforcement  Directorate
(ED) and the CBI to force
companies to donate money
to it through electoral bonds.
The BJP wants to replicate
dictatorship in India as
prevalent in China and Rus-

“sia,” he alleged.

Chander Kumar said that
democratically-clected gov-
ernment of opposition parties
across the country were being
toppled with money power

while addressing like never before.
mediapersons. In HIP also, efforts
He said that it were being made
was for the first o topple the Con-
time in the histo- | gress government
ry of the country | but it could not
that ahead of the succeed, he added.
Lok Sabha poll, He attacked dis-
the Union Gov- qualified '
ernment had - DharamsalaMLA
frozem: the bank Asha Kumari Sudhir ~ Sharma
accounts of the — for betraying the

Congress. Small party work-

ers had contributed fundsto

the Congress to the tune of
as low as a few hundred
rupees, he added. ‘
. The minister said that elec-
toral bonds were the biggest
fraud committed by any gov-
ernment on the people of a
state. “The records of elec-
toral ronds, which have been
made public on the orders of
the Supreme Court, show
that black money was routed
to the BJE Many companies
that had a turnover of just a
few crores of rupees donated
hundreds of crores of rupees
{o the BJP through electoral

party. “Congress leader
Sonia Gandhi was not in
favour of giving party ticket
to Sudhir Sharma in the 2022
Assembly elections as he had
daserted the party in the 2018
Dharamsala byelections. 1t
was on the insistence of par-
ty president Pratibha Singh
and other leaders that he was®
given ticket from Dharam-
salain 2022. He won the elec-
tions on the Congress ticket
but he deserted the party and
joihed the BIE” he added.
The minister said that the
BJP had not helped the state
government in the aftermath
of the rain disaster last year.

7
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MANDI, MARCH 26

Actor and BJP candidate
from the Mandi Lok Sabha
seat Kangana Ranaut today
said the Congress remarks
apainst her were insulting:
and legal action would be
taken in consultation with
BJP chief JP Nadda who had
summoned her to Delhi. She
was at her -native place
Bhambla village under Sark-
aghat subdivision of Mandi
yesterday to celebrate Holi
with local BJP workers, '
- Talking to mediapersons
before leaving for Delhi, she
said: “T am bound by the par-
ty discipline and any decision
on initiating legal action will
be taken in consultation with

£ 7 NAR 2024

Willinitiate legal aCll(]Il alter
consulting Nadda: Kangana

the Naddaji who has sum-
moened meto Defhi”

“If a young man gets ticket,
his ideology is attacked and if
a young woman gets ticket,
her sexuality is attacked.
Strange! Mandi is being used
in sexual context every-
where, just because it has a
young woman candidate.
Shame on Congress people
for displaying sexist tenden-
cies,” she tweeted.

Responding to Congress
leader Supriya Shrinate’s
comments, who used deroga-
tory remarks agaihst her, Kan-
gana said in her tweet: “Dear

‘Supriya ji. In the past 20 years

of my career as an artiste, I
have played all kinds of
women. From a naive girl in
‘Queen’ to a seductive spy in

27Mar,2024 7:41AM

-remarks Kangana on social

‘Dhaakad’, from a goddess in
‘Manikarnika’ to a demon in
‘Chandramulkhi’, from a pros-
titute in ‘Rajjc’ to a revolu-

-tionary leader in “Thalaivii’.”

“We must free our daugh-
ters from the shackles of
prejudices, we miust rise
above the curiosity about
their body parts and aboveall -
we must refrain from using
sex workers’ challenging
lives or circumstances as
some kind of abuse or slur, ..
every woman deserves her
dignity,” she tweeted.

“National Commission for
Wormnen is appalled by the dis-
graceful conduct of Supriya
Shrinate ‘and HS Ahir, who
made lewd and derogatory

media,” the NCW tweeted. .
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Former BJP minister Ram La] Markanda addresses supporters in Lahaul Spltl THIBUNE FHOTGJAI KUMAR

Markanda quits BJP vows to
against Ravi Thakur

contest

TriBUNE NEWS SERVICE

MAND, MARCH 26
Former minister - and BJP
leader Dr Ram Lal Markanda
today - announced that he
would contest the Assembly
byelection from Lahaul and
Spitiasan Independent can-
didate or on the ticket of
another party against BIP
candidate Ravi Thakur. He
also resigned from the party.
The BJP has fielded Con-
gress rebel Ravi Thakur as
its candidate for the Lahaul
and Spiti Assembly byelec-
tion. The seat had fallen

for BJP: candidate Harsh
Mahajan in the recently held
Rajya Sabha elections. The

party decision irked Markan-
da, who was hopeful of get-
ting ticket to contest the
byelection.

Markanda held a rneetmg
with his supporters at Key-
long and vented his anhger
against the BJR He said, “The
partyhadprormsedto givemne
ticket to contest the Lahaul
and Spiti Assembly byelec-
tion but it betrayed me and
fielded Ravi Thakur. We had

strengthened the BJP with -

. our blood when it ‘was very

andsaid,’ "I‘hecongl&ssxebehs
against peservation granted
under the tribal quota. Ratn
Thakur had said that the
advanced sections among tiih-
als{ie, the creamylayer) shotitd
heexcluded fmmthehstoftgeh
eficiaries of reservation.” "
. He added, “In deference, 'to
the desire of my supporters, |
have decided to contest the
Assemnbly byelection. T will
soon decide whether I shoukd
contest the byelection ‘ag an
Independent cand.ldate or
join another party”
Markanda said that a
majority of BJP office-bear-

27Mar,2024 7:41AM

vacant after the Vidhan Sab-  weakin- -Lahan! and Spiti” ers in Lahaul and Spiti also

ha Speaker disqualified him. He levelled comuption resigned after the party gave

Ravi Thakur had cross-voted  charges against Ravi Thakut ticket to Ravi Thakur. -
9
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All 6 ex-Cong.

MLAs now BJP
candidates for
H.P. byelection

Vikas Vasudeva
CHANDIGARH

All six former Congress le-
gislators, who cross-voted
in favour of the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) in the Ra-
jya Sabha poll on February
27, were ¢n Tuesday de-
dlared as BJP candidates for
the Himachal Pradesh As-
sembly byelections. The an-
nouncement triggered a re-
bellion within the BJP, with
party leaders, who were ex-
pected to be named from
the respective seats, ex-
pressing discontent.

Hours after the BJP an-
nouncement, former Minis-
ter Ram Lal Markanda quit
the party and announced
he would “definitely” con-
test the bypoll. BJP leader
Ranjit Singh also said he
will contest as an Iridepen-
dent. Former Minister Vi-
render Kanwar, who was
defeated last time by one of
the Congress rebels, also
expressed displeasure over
the announcement. The
byelection to six Assembly
constituencies in the State
will be held on: on June 1.

10
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CM Sukhu calls Kangana
‘daughter of Himachal’

HT Correspondent
letterschd@hindustantimes.com

SHIMLA: On the issue of Con-
gress’ spokesperson Supriya
Shrinate’s “indecent” remarks
against Kangana Ranaut on
social media, Himachal Pra-
desh chief minister Sukhvinder
Singh Sukhu said that Kangana
is the daughter of Himachal
Pradesh. Her father was made
the general secretary of Con-
gress in Mandi.

The CM said that the Con-
gress is a party that gives
respect to women. He said that
apart from this, the state gov-
ernment has alse brought
many schemes for women.

Meanwhile, hours after the
BJP allocated tickets to six dis-
qualified MLAs, who ¢T055-
voted in Rajya Sabha, Sukhu on
Wednesday claimed that many
saffron party leaders were in

" touch with him.

“Tickets to six disqualified
MLAs have proven that there
was horse-trading during the
Rajya sabha polls. Six MLAs
flew in choppers from one
place to another and stayed in
luxurious resorts. They had
been out of the state for the last
30 days. Everyone now knows
who bore their expenses,” said
Sukhu while talking to the
media after inaugurating a
blood donation camp organised
by the National Student Union
of India (NSUI) on his 60th
birthday.

“Many BJP leaders are in
touch with us,” he said when
asked about the rebellion in
Lahaul and Spiti. Former Him-
achal minister and BJP leader
from Lahaul and Spiti assembly
constituency, Ram Lal Mar-
kanda, on Tuesday quit the BJP
to protest the fielding of Con-
gress rebel Ravi Thakur.

In the wake of his political
engagements, Sukhu cele-
brated his birthday in advance.
Congress coordination commit-
tee is scheduled to meet in
Chandigarh tomorrow,

Sukhu celebrated his.60th
birthday in Shimla on Tuesday.
Officially Sukhu’s date of birth
is March 27. But due to auspi-
cious time, the birthday was
organised a day earlier.

During this period, Sukhu
also targeted the Opposition.
He accused the BJP of murder-
ing democracy and indulging in
horse-trading.

HE ACCUSED THE
BJP OF MURDERING
DEMOCRACY AND
INDULGING IN
HORSE-TRADING

Chief minister Sukhvinder Singh Sukbu celebrlatihg his birthday

in Shimla on Tuesday.

DEEPAK SANSTA/HT

SHIMLA : Days after six dis-
gualified Congress legisla-
tors along with three Inde-
pendents joined the Bharat-
iya Janata Party (BJP), the
ruling Congress scaled up

it$ damage-control efforts.

Amidst ongoing political
upheaval, Pradesh Congress
Commitiee president Prat-
ibha Singh and her son,
public werks department
minister Vikramaditya
Singh, joined chief minister
SukhvinderSingh Sukhu at
his official residence, Oak-
over, for Holi festivities.
Pratibha had refused to
contest the upcoming Lok
Sabha elections a few days

ago citing that the ground
situation was “not favoura-
ble” and the party workers
“were not active”. Both
Sukhu and Pratibha put up
a united face before the
workers and mediapersons
at Oakover.

“My government will
work further to strengthen

the economy and make the
state self-reliant tilt 2026,”

said Sukhu, adding that
Himachal will be the most
developed state by 2032,

Pratibha Singh greeted
Bollywood actor Kangna
Ranaut on her candidature.
“Sheis a celebrity and what
role a celebrity plays in
Mandi will scon be seen by
the people of the state,” she
said. i

“I have already made it”

clear that I am not contest-
ing and have apprised the

Congress puts up united face

party high command. Now,
keeping in mind the chang-
ing situation, whatever
decision the high command
takes I will be ready for
that. I proudly say that I fol-

lowed the high command. 1

-agreed to contest elections

two months after we lost
Raja sahib (Virbhadra
Singh). I fought against the
central and state govern-
ments with the blessing of
my supporters and made it
to the Lok Sabha. I have
made my peint to the high
command and further deci-
sion lies with them,“ she
said. :

“People know what
impact it will have on those
who have joined the BJP,”
she said.

Vikramaditya, who's in.
charge of the Mandi parlia-
mentary constituency, on
Monday said that it is for
the people of the state and
Mandi parliament to decide
if they want to elect a politi-
cian who wiil remain with
them or want to vote in the
name of stardom.

“We shall do surveys and
will distribute tickets, We
shall plan campaign strate-
gies and I am sure the gov-
ernment will be stable and
will run for five years,”
added deputy chief minister
Mukesh Agnihotri.

“The Congress govern-
ment is in the majority and
people will give a mandate
in favour of the party in the
by-elections,” he added.
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BJP fields 6 Cong rebels
in HP assembly bypolls

All six of them
switched over to the
BJP from the
Congress on

March 23

Gaurav Bisht

gaurav bisht@hindustantimes.com

SHIMLA/ DHARAMSHALA: The
Bharatiyz Janata Party (BJP) en

Tuesday riamed six former Con- .

gress MLAs, disqualified from
the House, as its candidates for
the Himachal Pradesh Assembly
bypolls.

Sudhir Sharmia has been nom-
inated from Dharamshala, Ravi
Thakur from Labaul and Spiti,
Rajinder Rana from Sujanpur,
Inder Dutt Lakharnipal from Bar-
sar, Chaitanya Sharma from
Gagret and Devinder Kumar
Bhutto from Kutlehar. -

"All six of them switched over
to the BJP from the Congress on
March 23, nearly a month after
being disqualified from the
House for defying a party whip
to be present and vote in favour
of the Congress-led government
during the cut motions and bud-
get, They joined the BJP in the
national capital in the presence
of Union minister and Hamirpur
MP Anurag Thakur, former
Himachal Pradesh chief minister
Jai Ram Thakur, party national
general secretary Arun Singh,
and state unit president Rajeev
Bindal.

Ex-minister quits BJP {0
protest ticket to Cong
rehe’ tocontest bypolls
Former Himachal Pradesh min-
ister and BJP leader from Lahaul
and Spiti assembly constituency,
Ram Lal Markanda, announced
his resignation from the BJP on
Tuesday. His decision came in
protest against the party’s nomi-
mation of Congress rebel Ravi
Thakur for the upcoming assem-
bly bypolls. Thakur had defeated
Markanda in the last assembly
election. '

Hours after the BIP's
announcement of assembly tick-
ets to all six former Congress
MLAs disqualified from the
House, Markanda made his deci-
sion public. He_deciared his
intention to contest the bypoll
from Lahau] and Spiti, possibly
as a Congress candidate, Addi-
tionally, all office-bearers of the
BiP's Lahaul and Spiti block unit
resigned in solidarity with Mar-
kanda and pledged their support
for his candidacy in the byelec-
tion. Markanda, who served as
tha aaricruliars and frihal devel-

TICKETFORALL

i}

KUTLEHAR

Thidsur
LARALIL AMD SPITS

RajinderRana
SUJANPUR

I_BJP seeks transfer of officers

HT Correspondent
letterschd@hindustantimes.com

SHIMLA: : The state secretary
of the BJP, Himachal Pra-
desh has written to the Elec-
tion Commissioner of India
requesting for the immedi-
ate transfer of the officers in
the Shimla parliamentary
constitiiency who belong to
the Shimla and Solan dis-

opment minister in the previous
BJP government led by Jai Ram
Thakur, expressed disappoint-
ment with the BJF's decision. He
had lost the 2022 assembly elec-
tions to Thakur, whawas thenin
the Congress, by a margin of
1542 votes. Markanda was con-
sidered a frontrunner for the BIP
ticket from Lahaul and Spiti.
The Himachal Pradesh
Assembly bypolis are scheduled
for June 1, coinciding with the
election for the state’s four Lok
Sabha seats. Markanda con-
firmed his candidacy, statipg, 1
have left the BJP today along
with my supporters and would
delinitely contest the assembly
polls.” Markanda further
emphasized his commitment to
the welfare and development of
‘Lahaul and Spiti, stating, "My
people want me to contest elec-
tions for the development of
Lahaul and Spiti.” He criticized
the RTP for nominatineg individu-

tricts. “With due regards, it
is brought to your kind
notice that most of the offi-
cers, who are at the helm of
affairs in conducting the
elections in Shimla Parlia-
mentary  constiiuency
belong to Shimla and Solan
districts, are posted at their
respective places of postings
for more than three years,”
the letter reads.

als who had expressed anti-res-
ervation sentiments and had
previously made derogatory
remarks against Prime Minister
Narendra Modi.

A meeting of the Lahaul and
Spiti core committee has been
scheduled to discuss future strat-
egies. Markanda affirmed his
determination to contest the
assembly bypolls, with the possi-
bility of representing the Con-
gress party.

'Six M1As who jeined
BIP felt suffacated in
Sukhu govt’
Following the BJP's announce-
ment of all six former Congress
MLAs as their candidates for the
upcoming assembly bypolls,
former assembly speaker and
Sulah MLA, Vipin Singh Parmar,
stated on Tuesday that these
former legislators felt stifted
within the Sukhu government.
Addressing the media in Dha-
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ChaltanyaSharma
GAGRET -

ramshala, Parmar claimed that
the Congress-led government
under Sukhu's leadership is fal-
tering in the state, leaving its
leaders and workers dissatisfied.
“The Congress has been in
power for the past14 months, yet
it has brought about a state of
chaos. These legislators have
been neglected during this
period, leading them to support
BJP candidates during the Rajya
Sabha polls,” he said, adding that
CM Sukhu has “failed to main-
tain unity among his MLAs".

“In addition to these MLAS,
the other three Independent leg-
istators have also expressed sim-
ilar sentiments towards the cur-
rent government,” Parmar said.

Meanwhile, Himachal Agri-
culture minister, Chander
Kumar said that voters should
close their doors for these lead-
ers who have cheated their man-
date. “The BJP has declared all
six former Congress MLAS as
their candidates for byelections
despite the fact that the case 13
still pending before the Supreme
Court,” he said.

“BJP has tried to tepple the
Congress government in the
state, but all the remaining 34
MLAs are standing with CM
Sukhu,” he said, Kumar, who i3
also the in-charge of Kangra-
Chamba parliamentary censtitu-
ency, said that for the upcorming
polls, the party is ready for the
polls and the candidates will be
announced s00m.

With inputs from Dar Ovais
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'BJP fields 6 Cong rébels Nsu, cONG
in Himachal bypolls

Press Trust of India

fetters@hindustantimes.com

SRHIMLA: The Bharatiya Janata
Party on Tuesday named six
former Congress MLAs, disquali-
fied from the House, as its candi-
dates for the Himachal Pradesh
Assembly bypolls. ’
The BIP on Tuesday named its
candicates for the Assembly
bypolls in several states, including

| Gujarat, Sikkim, West Bengal and

Karnataka. The party has fielded
the six MLAs fromi the seats they
heldas Congress mernbers before
their disqualification. The BJP
neminated Sudhir.Sharma from
Dharamshala, Ravi Thakur from
Lahaul and Spiti, Rajinder Rana
from Sujanpur, Inder Dutt
Lakhanpal from Barsar, Chetanya
Sharma from Gagret and Devin-
der Kumar Bhutto from Kutlehar.
Allsixof themn switched over to
the BIP from the Congress on
March 23, nearly a month after
being disqualified from the Hima-
chal Pradesh assembly for defying
a party whip to be present in the
House and vote in favour of the
government during the cut
motions and budget. These MLAs
and three Independents had

voted in favour of the BJP nomi-
nee Harsh Mahajan in the Rajya
Sabha polls held in the state on
February 27, triggéring a crisis for
the Congress-led government in
the state. The three independents,
Ashish Sharma (Hamirpur seat),
Hoshiyar Singh (Dehra) and KL
Thakur (Nalagarh), subritted
their resignation on March 22 and

Jjoined BJP next day.
. The Himachal Pradesh Assem-

bly bypolls will be held on Junel, |

along with the election to the folir
Lok Sabha seats in the state --
Hamirpur, Shimla, Mandi and
Kangra. With the disqualification
of six Congress MLAs, the
strength of the ruling party came

down from 40 1o 34, including the |

Speaker who can vote only in the
case of a tie during a floor test, in
the 68-member assembly. The
BJP has 25 members.

. Ever since the RS polls, the BIP
and Congress have been trading
charges with the ruling party
slamming the opposition for
hatching a censpiracy to topple
the demotratically elected gov-
ernment in the state by using
money power and maintaining

'WORKERS DISRUPT
IBJP'S PRESS
\CONFERENCE

HT Corresponden?

IetteTschd@hindustantimes.mm

MLA from Lahaul-Spiti set to
tconiest the by-election on a BIP
‘ticket, faced opposition from
- the NSUT and Congress workers

in Shimla on Tuesday.

Thakur had arrived at Ashi-
ana restaurant to attend a press
conference of Rajya Sabha
member Harsh Mahajan. How-
ever, he found himself sur-
rounded by NSUI and Congress

" workers who raised slogans
. against him. The situation
 escalated briefly, but the police
| intervened, dispersing the
l NSUI workers and restoring
! calim.

NSUI state president Chha-

, trar Singh Thakur expressed
' his disapproval, questioning
the need for voting against the
Congress by the MLAs.

:  Meanwhile, the BJP has
denounced the incident.

iSHIMLA: Ravi Thakur, former

| : Chopal MLA Balbir Verma con-

that the public will not forgive the | | demned the disruption caused
Congress rebels for their betrayal, | by NSUL workers and Congress

members during the press con-
ference, He-called for action by
the administration and police,
threatening to file a complaint
with the Election Commission,
if hecessary. Leader of Opposi-
tion Jai Ram Thakur said the
- Sukhu government has
resorted to “hooliganism”.
“Government-sponsored goons
are misbehaving with BJP's
elected representatives. This
type of audacity is not accepta-
ble under any circumstances.
BJP will not tolerate such anar-
chy,”said Thakur in a state-
| "ment issued here today.
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Bollywood actor and BJP
candidate from MandiLok
Sabha seat Kangana Ranaut,
celebrating Holi at her native
village in Mandi. BIRBALSHARMAHT

WITH BJP'S
AGENDA AT HEART,
WILL CONNECT
WITH MASSES:
KANGANA

HT Correspondent
letterschd@hindustantimes.com

SHIMLA: Bollywood actor Kan-
gana Ranaut, who is a Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) candidate for
the upcoming Lok Sabha elec-
tions, stated that Mandi is her
birthplace.

She expressed gratitude for
the opportunity to seive her peo-
ple and pledged her commit-

ment to their welfare, if chosen. -
| She said the moment holds

immense emotional significance

| for her and her family.

Acknowledging the support

| she has received, shie highlighted -

the culture of helpfulness within
her party. She emphasised her
intent to conduct an extensive
campaign in Mandi, reaching
out to every corner, including
small villages and towns, with
renewed vigour and determina-
tion. “With the BJP's agenda at
heart, we aim to connect with
the comimon man,” she said.

“I am confident ifii winning
through the positive actions of
PM Modi and I embark on this
journey with humility, drawing
support from my family and the
people of Mandi,” she said. -

BJP approaches EC over
Shrinate's remarks

BJP hag demanded a legal action
against Congress for their
remarks against actor Kangana
Ranaut, State secretary Pramod
Thakur its his complaint letter to
chief electoral officer accused
Supriya Shrinate and HS Ahir-
have of making derogatory
remarks against the actor, which
went viral on social media. The
complaint further said that not
only do these remarks under-
mine the dignity of a womar; but
also violate the Model Code of
Conduct.
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Congress still
‘brainstorming
‘over LS poll

. “candidates

Times NEws NETWORK

HP CM Sukhvinder Sukhu celebrates Shimla; Even as the BJP
his birthday in Shimia on Tuesday has declared candidates on
| e—— a1l the four Lok Sabha seats
in Himachal Pradesh, the .
ruling Congress party is
gtill brainstorming over
their choiceof nominees.
After Himachal Pradesh
| Congress  Committee
HPCC) president Pratibha
| Singhrefused tocontest the
clections from the Mandi
Lok Sabha seat, questions
were being asked about the '
party’s choice for the cons-
tituency. However, after the
BJIP fielded Bollywood ac-
tor Kangana Ranaut from ]
\ the seat, Pratibha has indi-

cated that she may contest
the elections from Mandi. L
Chief minister Sukh-
| vinder Singh Sukhu, while
interacting with the media- ®
persons on Holi, said candi-
dature for all the four seats
had been discussed and the
| party had decided to field
new candidates on all the
seats. These candidates will
have the experience of or-
ganisational work and ca-:
pable of winning the elec-
tions, he said, adding that
names would be announced
two to seven days ahead of
the nominations. '

The cabinet sub-com-
nittee formed by Congress
govt for looking into the po-
litical affairs is busy cont-
rolling the damage caused
to the party by the rebel le-
gislators. The committee
headed by deputy chief mi-
nister Mukesh Agnihotri
met on Monday and discus-
sed the strategy to stop the
BJP in.the state. The mee-
ting went on till late in the
night.
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ormer min Markanda rebels
after Thakur gets BJP ticket

‘Will Fight Poll As |ndependent Or Even Wlth Cong Ticket’

Times News NETWORK

Kulln: Raising the flag of re-
bellion, Lahaul-8piti BJP lea-
der and former three-time
MLA Ram Lal Markanda on
Tuesday resigned from the
party in protest against the
BJP’s decision to give byelec-
tion ticket to Congress rebel
RaviThakur.

Addressing his suppor-
ters in Keylong in Lahaul,
Markanda said that he would
contest thebypolls, evenfrom
a Congress ticket “I will con-
test the elections. I may con-
test as an independent or
even fight on a Congress tick-

et. Alithiswhilemypartylea-

ders kept on giving me fake
assurances that I would be gi-
ven the ticket and not Ravi
Thakur. But today, whenIrea-
ched Lahaul, it came as a
shock that Thakur has been

ke P

MLA Ram L&l Markanda addresses the press in Mylmg on Tuudur_

glveﬂ the 'ticket,” said Mar-
kanda.

Markanda added that he .

has been backstabbed by the
BJP. “We have worked tire-
lessly for the BJP but today 1
have beén replaced by Ravi

Thakur, a politician who has
been working against the in-
terests of the people of La-
haul Spiti. There was no BJP
in Lahaul even till 2003 and
we are the ones who have es-

‘tablished the roots of BJP in

this district. Today the same
party has ignored me,” said .
Markanda. He added that he
would go to Shimla and soon
inform his supporters and
district party functionaries,
who on Tuesday also resig-
ned from various posts along
with Markanda, about. his
next move. Markanda had
first won the assembly seat
from Lahaul Spiti for the first
time in the 1998 elections as a
candidate from the Himachal
Vikas Congress (HVC), a par-
ty launched by late Sukh
Ram. He again wom in 2007
and in 2017 ona BJP ticket. In
the last three elections of
2012, 2017 and 2022, Markanda
and Thakur have faced each
other inadirectfight with the
latter winhing twice. Thakur
along with five other Cong-
ressrebelshad joined the BJP
onMarch 23,
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BJP complains to ECI over

remarks against

Times News NETWORK

Shimla: The BJP’s Hima-
chal Pradesh umit haslodged
a complaint against the
Congress party and its lea-
ders, including Supriya
Shrinate and H S Ahir, for
their alleged derogatory re-
marks Bollywooed actor and
saffron party’s candidate for
the Mandi parliamentary
constituency Kangana Ra-
nautonvarioussocialmedia
platforms.

BJP's state office secreta-
ry Pramod Thakur in his
complaint to the Election
Commission of India on Tu-
esday mentioned about the
repeated instances of serio-
us violations of provisions
of thendian PenalCode, the
Representation ‘of People
Act, and the model code of
conduct by the Congress lea-
ders. .

" He said the chairperson
of the Congress party’s soci-
al media and digital plat-
forms Supriya Shrinate and
H S Ahir, state joint coordi-
nator, Kisan Congress, had
made derogatory remarks
against Kanganaon microb-
logging site X on March 25
from their respective social
mediahandles.

“Thakur said Supriya
Shrinate had also posted de-
rogatory remarks against
the actor on her Instagram
aecount and these had gone
viralon social media.

“Both-Supriya Shrinate
and H § Ahir have misused
social media in order to try
anddemean the candidatefi-
elded by the BJP from the
Mandi seat for the upcoming
Lok Sabha elections. Not on-
1y are these remarks deroga-
tory and sexually oriented,
but these also viclate themo-

Kangana

del code of conduct guideli-
nes, said the complainant,
adding that the duoused vile

- and vulgar language on soci-

al media platform against
Kangana, which was alsc a
clear infringement of her
right to dignity and decency
as envisaged in Chapter 111
of the Constitution. These
remarks even attract offen-
ces under Section(s) 171-C,
171-G, 499, 500, 503, 504; 505,
506 and 509'of the IPC read
with the Information Tech-
nology Act, 2000,” Thakur
submitted.

Theremarks alsofall wit-
hin the definition of “cor-
rupt practice” as defiried un-
der Section 123(4) of the Re-
vresentation of Peoples Act,
1951, he added. Thakur requ-

ested the Election Commis-

siontotake intoaccount that
such irresponsibie behavio-
ur of Congress leaders follo-
wed a dangerous. pattern.
They are habitual offenders
and have a history of viola-
ting the provisions of law
and model code of conduct,
he said, adding that it was
not the first time that the

T L T L Lt T R L R L
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Congress leaders had made
such scandalous and deroga-
tory remarks. The BJP lea-
der claimed that Supriya

" Shrinate and H § Ahir, being

senior leaders of the Cong-
ress, were well aware of the-
ir responsibilities to ensure
not to make any indecent
and derogatory remarks/

_posts on social media plat-

forms, that too against 2 wo-
man candidate. He said by
posting such filthy remarks,
they intended to assassinate
the character of Kangana
Ranaut, which also amoun-
ted to personal attack and
was a permissible offence
under law. Thakur said the
highly objectionable and in-
decent statements in publjc
domain clearly showed that
the Congress party had no
respect for the law of the
land. Hence, the commission
is requested to initiate the
appropriatelegalactionaga-
inst Qupriya Shrinate and H
s Ahirforusing objectionab-
le, scandalous and offensive
Janguage, in the interest of
justice and fair play, he ad-
ded.
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BJP tickets for 6 HP disqualified

MIAs stir trouble in

Timves NEws NETWORK

Shimla; Six Congress rebels
who had voted for BJP candi-
date during the February 27
Rajya Sabhapollsand theni jo-
ined thesaffron party, wereon
Tuesday named as the BJIP
pandidatesforthebyollsto the
assembly seats they had held
earlier, upsetting the BJP cad-
res. Senior Jeadership of Hi-
machal Pradesh (HP) BJE has

been tasked with quelling the

e
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Sa

ron party

MLAs disqualified from the

Elecl_ioii COII‘II'IIiSSiOII House, former minister and
had announced BJP leader from Lahaul and
= ; . Spiti assembly constifuency,
byelections for these'  Ram Lal Markanda, quit the
seats onjunel along {)ﬂa(xi'ty anglannounced he wo-
= possi y contestasa Cong-
Eth 4 L,ok Sabha seats ress candidate. He was upset
; > : over the fielding of Congress
simmering discontent in the rebel Ravi Thakur who had
saffron party's ranks. defeated him in the last as-
Hours after the BJP anno- sembly election.
unced assembly tickets to all ‘ .
the six former Congress WBIP rebels, P7

Cong too-may

name BJP rebels

from some seats

» Continued from Pl

—he six assembly seats had
fallen vacant after these

gix rebel MLAs of Con-

* gress were disqualified by
i speaker Kuldeep Singh Patha-
| nis under the provisionaof antl-

defection law for defying the
whip issued by the party during
the budget session. .
Aceording to the list of can-
didatesreleasedbyﬂleBJP@ﬁud-
hir Sharma has beet! fielded
from Dharamshala, Ravi Tha-
kurﬂromLahaul-Spiti,Ra,jinder

Rena from Sujanpur, Inder Dutt

akhanpal from Barsar, Chaita-

nya Sharma from Gagret and

Devinder Kumar (Bhutto} from

Kutlehar On March 23, the 8 dis- |

‘gualified MLAS of Congress

glong with three former Inde- |

pendent MLAS had joined BJF

in NewDelhl,

WhiletheBJPhas ﬂeldéd the

rebels from six assembly seats, |

ruling Congressis mostlikelyto
name BJP rebels on some geats.
Sukhvinder

SinghSukhu claimed that many
former and sitting MLAs are in |

Chlef Minlster

touch with him.

Referring to Himachal Pra-
desh as the land of gods', Sukhu
gald that horse-trading had tak-
en piace for the first time in the
history of thestatein the Febru-
ary 27 Ralye Sabha electlon.
Terming the elections as & fight
for Justice, he said the people of
HPwill give thelr answer on
June 1. He further stated that
from April he would ptart trav-
elling in the state for the cam-

paignahead of theypolls.

Cong, NSUI

- Times News NETWORK

Shimla; Ravi Thakur, the
BJP's. candidate for the La-
haul Spiti bypoll, had to face
stiff opposition from the Yo-
uth Congress and NSUI wor-
kers ot his arrival here Tues-
day afternoon.

Ravi Thakur along with

Rajya Sabha MP Harsh Ma-
hajan had arrived at the
HPTDC s restaurant atRidge
Maidan for media interac-
tion when he had to face an-
gry Youth Congress and
NSUT activists. To save him

representatives had to inter-
vene. The media interaction
started only after the police
were called in to disperse the
protesters. Mahajan, reac-

. 1 Ravi Thakur and MP télng to the grg;cfst, said after
H ¢ Rajva Sabha elections a
r:;:geua:hm#mg tug of war was going on but
gry the people should not leave

Congress and NSUI thedecency. Hesaid all thesix
activists after they gebel Congtr;‘esskl\ﬂ.As, inclu-

= ing Ravi Thakur, who had

| arrived for a press yoted for him in the Raiya
|- meet ata regtaura.nt. Sabha elections, had been gi-
| ihRidge Maidan ven tickets for the assembly
. byelections by the BJE. ‘
from the protesters, the BJP Mahajan expressed confi-

dencethatalithesix candida-
tes would win their respecti-
ve seats. He also hoped tha

the three independent MLAS,
who had resigned from their

17
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activists ‘attack’ BJP candidate

posts, would be taken intothe
BJP fold. The Rajya Sabha
member further said his par-

ty would win all the four Lok

Sabha seats inthe state.
Mahajan further claimed
that Congress govt in Hima-|
chal would not last long as
many of its ministers and
MLAs were in their contact
andthey wanted tojump ship.
Himachal BJP president
Rajeev Bindal said the Cong-
ress party had lost its “men-
{al balance” and were resor-
ting to hooliganism to vent
outtheir frustration.

|
|
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Former Himachal minister quits BJP to protest
ﬁnwﬁ to Oosmaomm _.owo_ will contest bypolls

s b wriaFell

vzmmm ._.mcm._.o_u INDIA
SHIMLA, MARCH 26

FORMER HIMACHAL Pradesh
minister and BJP leader from
Lahaul and Spiti assembly con-
stituency, Ram Lal Markanda,on
Tuesday quit the party to protest
the fielding of Congress rebel
Ravi Thakur who had defeated
him on the seatin the last assem-
bly election.

Hours after the BJP announced
assembly tickets to all the six for-
mer Congress MLAs disqualified
from the House, Markanda quit
the party and announced that he
will contest the bypoll from
Lahaul and Spiti, possibly as a
Congress candidate.

All office-bearers of the BJP's
Lahaul and Spiti block unit also re-
signed against the party'sdecision
and pledged support to
Markanda, saying they will sup-
port himin the byelection.

Markanada was the agricul-

BJP MLA Ram Lal Markanda addresses after he resigned
from the party, in Keylong, Himachal Pradesh, Tuesday. P17

ture and tribal development min-
ister during the previous BJP gov-
ernment led by Jai Ram Thakur.
He had lost the 2022 assembly
alections to Thakur, whowasthen
in the Congress, by a margin of
1542 votes.

Markanda was a frontrunner
for the BJP ticket frorn Lahaul and
Spiti. He resigned from the BJP af~
ter Congress rebel Thakur was
named in the BJPlist for assembly
bypoll from the assembly con-
stituency.

The Himachal Pradesh
Assembly bypolls will be held on
June 1, along with the election to
the four Lok Sabha seats in the
state — Hamirput, Shimla, Mandi
and Kangra.

"I have left the BJP today along
with my supporters and would
definitely contest the assembly
polls,” he told PTlover the phone.

A meeting of Lahaul and Spiti
core committee has been con-
venedtonight to chalkout the fu-
ture strategy, Markandasaid. . .

' Jtis unfortunate that the BPiis
taking such people who are
against reservation and had
hurled abuses against Prime
Minister Narendra Modi in the
past, he said."Twill contest the as-
sembly bypolls for sure. Thereisa
possibility of ry contesting from
the Congress party," he said.

"My people want me to con-
testelections for the develepment
of Lahaul and Spiti," he said.

Talking to PT1, BJP leader and
former rural development and

— — T e

panchayati raj minister Virencer
Kamwar has also expressed his dis-
pleasure over the party picking
Congress rebel Devinder Kumar
Bhutto, a first-time MLA from
Kutiehar, in his place,

"The party is above every-
thing but the people of my con-
stituency are disappointed and
want that the decision of the
party should be reviewed by con-
ducting a fresh survey on popu-
larity in the area. Bhutto worked
like a dictator in the past 15
months and haslost the goodwill
of the people,” he added,

Meanwhile, Ranjit Singhofthe
BJP who lost to Rajendra Rana of
the Congress in the 2022 assemn-
bly polls by amargin of 399 votes,
has also announced to contest as
an Independent candidate.

Hesaid,"Inthe Lok Sabhaelec-
tions, Iwill support BJP candidate
Union Minister Anurag Singh
Thakur but in the byelections, 1
will contest as an Independent
candidate.”

18
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BJP fields all 6 disqualified rebel

Cong MLAs in Assembly bypolls

They were given tickets from the seats they had wonin the 2022 Assembly elections: BJP leader

SAURABHPARASHAR
CHANDIGARH, MARCH 26

THE BJP on Tuesday fielded all
six disqualified rebel Congress
MLAs, who had cross-voted in
February's Rajya Sabhaelection,
in the upcoming Assembly by-
polls from their respective seats,

.three days after they joined the

party. Ravi Thakur has been
fielded from Lahul and Spiti;
Rajinder Rana from Sujanpur;
Inder Dutt Lakhanpal from
Barsar; Chaitanya Sharma from
Gagret; Devinder Kumar from
Kutlehar; and Sudhir Sharma
from Dharamshala.

The bypolls to the six seats
will be held simultanecusly with
the Lok Sabha elections in the
state on June 1 and the results
will be declared on June 4.

The six Cong MLAs, who had
cross-voted in favour of BJP can-
didate Harsh Mahajan in the RS
poll, and three Independent

The Congress rebels with Union Minister Anurag Thakur and BJPleaders Jai Ram Thakur and
Arun Singhin New Delhi on Saturday. Praveen Khanna

MLAs, who too voted for
Mahajan, joined the BJP in New
Delhi on Saturday. Mahajan won
the lone Rajya Sabha seat from
the state, defeating veteran
Congressleader Abhishek Manu
Singhvi. With the disqualifica-

tion of the six Congress MLAs,
the strength of the 68-seat
Himachal Assembly has come
down to 62 — Congress 34 (ear-
lier 40), B[P 25 and Independents
3. The Independents also sub-
mitted their resignations last

week, but their resignations are
yet to be accepted by Speaker
Kuldeep Singh Pathania, The of-
ficial directory of the Himachal
Assemnbly still shows the three
Independent legislators from
their respective Assembly seats.

“The party (BJP) trusts the six
MLAs and has shown full faithin
them. They were given tickets
from the seats they had won in
the 2022 Assembiy elections,” a
BIP leader said.

On Monday, the rebel MLAs
met Sanjay Tandon, the BJP's co-
in-charge for Himachal Pradesh.

The BJP'is, however, yet to de-
cide the fate of the three
Independents -- Hoshiyar Singh,
Ashish Sharma and KL Thakur —
who submitted their resignations
to Himachal Assembly Secretary
Yashpal-Sharma in Shimla on
March 22. Tandon on Tuesday
said, “The six disqualified MLAs
have shown their faith in the BJP.

Moreover, their disqualification -
was unethical. The BJP has also -

shown faith in them. As for the
three Independent MLAs, the
Speaker has yet to accept their
resignation for reasons best
known to him. Once their resig-
nations are accepted, our senior
leaders will decide about thern.”

e

3
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Every woman deserves
dignity: Kangana as row
over Congress leader’s

comments escalates

£ TR e AT R e T SR
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
CHANDIGARH/NEW DELHL
MARCHZ6
EVERY WOMAN, irrespective of
her background and profession,
deserves dignity, actor Kangana
Ranaut said on Tuesday as
Congress leaders’ comiments on
Mandi fromwhere sheis contest-
ing the Lok Sabha elections snow-
balledintoamassive political row.
Ranaut, who makes her po-
litical debut as a BJP candidate
from Mandi in Himachal
Pradesh, said she was particu-
larly pained by the derogatory
comments on the constituency
that is often referred to as
“Chhota Kashi” the world over.
The Congress hasbeeninthe
crosshairs after demeaning re-
marks on Ranaut and Mandi
were posted on the social media
handles of its leaders Supriya
__ Shrinate and H S Ahir.
"Whatever be the profession
of a woman, be it a teacher, ac-
—tress, journalist, politician or a
sex worker, all of them deserve
dignity. I'm pained especialty be-
cause of the deplorable com-
ments made about Mandi... All
of us who come from Mandi
have been hurt by the com-
‘ments,” Ranaut told reporters
outside the Chandigarh airport.
‘Asked whether she plans to
take any action against the two
Congress leaders, the “Queen”
actor, often in the news for her
controversial comments on a
range of issues, said she had
been called to Delhi by BjP pres-
ident ] P Nadda and would re-
spond only after meeting him.
"t have to maintain the dig-
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Actor Kangana Ranaut is the
BJP candidate from Mandiin
Himachal Pradesh

nity of the party. I can't walk be-
fore it. T have to walk with them
and follow their instructions,”
the 37-year-old said,

Ahost of BJP leaders, includ-
ing Bansuri Swaraj, Amit Malviya
and former Himachal Pradesh
chief minister Jai Ram Thakur,
spoke up on the issue.

Congress spokesperson
Shrinate said in her defence on
Monday, when the controversy
erupted, that many people have
access to her Facebook and
Instagram accounts and one of
them made the inappropriate
post. She also said she had
deleted the post and will take ac-
tion against a parody account
that is using her name.

But that had little impact.

*If your account is posting
what a parody account posts,
then it simply means that ad-
mins of both accounts are same.
One has to be self conceited, to
the point of being deranged, to
do so. Alsothe admins must have
very low opinion of you to post
such offensive stuff and get
away," Malviya said.

Bansuri Swaraj,the party’s
candidate from New Delhi, said
the top leadership of the
Congress must apologise.

27Mar,2024 7:41AM
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